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Brief Description:  The poesiealbum was a popular form of collecting poems from friends and family about or dedicated to the owner of the album.  The poesiealbum was popular in central Europe during the World Wars.  In The Year of Goodbyes, a collection from the author’s grandmother becomes accessible by all readers.  The collector of the poesiealbum grew up in a hard working, well connected, fairly prosperous Jewish family in Poland during World War II.  The collection of poems and comments and images reflects the thoughts of the contributors and the wishes for the owner of the poesiealbum.
Major Points:  history, first-person documentation, friendship and family, poesiealbum, World War II
Your Opinion:   The book read quickly, and the book was easy-to-understand.  The purpose for the poesiealbum was noble – lifting up the spirit of the album’s owner.  Historical facts associated with each poem, by the album’s original owner, convey the economic, religious, physical hardships, and cultural issues of the time when the Nazi’s were persecuting and eliminating those of faith.  I enjoyed the idea of the poesiealbum, the individual poems and associated notes about the contributors, and the link to time and space from a young person’s perspective.
Ideas for use in the Classroom:  
In an upper elementary classroom, I would have the students create a poesiealbum:  small groups, with each person contributing to the others’ albums, along with contributions from family members.  Poem resources should be available for classroom work.  This may be a difficult project to accomplish for some as it is not a traditional “123” worksheet or text assignment, AND it requires thinking on behalf of the contributor.
In a middle school classroom studying Europe and World War II, the teacher could read the poesiealbum aloud with the students.  Analyzing maps and timelines in relation to the poesiealbum would enable students to gain a better perspective about the original owner of the poesiealbum.  Students should draw names (of colleagues) from a hat and create a (positive) poem appropriate for the person whose name was drawn.  Students should create a poem, or poesiealbum contribution, about one of their family members or about their teacher.  All student poems should make a classroom poesiealbum.

Visit the blog dedicated to the book and its story >>>> http://theyearofgoodbyes.blogspot.com
Poesiealbum = poetry album
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