“WHERE HAVE ALL THE PEOPLE GONE?”

By: Mary Ann Bolinger; June 28, 2007

        Pendleton Heights High School; Pendleton, IN

Estimated Sessions: 1 Period (70 minutes)

Grade Level:  9-10

Purpose: To identify push-pull factors and analyze the impact/changes in a country’s population based on these push-pull factors.

National Geographic Standards: 

9.1—The characteristics, distribution, and migration of human population on Earth’s surface; the trends in world 

         population numbers and patterns.

Indiana Social Studies Academic Indicators: 

Geography and History of the World

3.1—Map the distribution of the world’s human population for different time periods. Analyze changes in population 

         characteristics and population density is specific regions.  

3.2—Identify the push-pull factors that resulted in the migration of human population over time and detect changes in 

         these factors.

Objectives: Students will 

1. identify trends in a country’s population and 

2. analyze the push-pull factors that have effected the country (specifically, the birth and death rates) from 1996-2006.

Background: Students will have had the discussion of population changes in different world regions and on push-pull factors. Students will have made their choice of countries that they will study for the duration of the class.

Materials: 

· Computers with Internet access

· Population Pyramid handout

· Excel (or grid paper to create the line graph by hand)

Procedures: 

1.  All necessary information can be found on www.census.gov and following each of the links:

a. On home page, click on INTERNATIONAL

b. Second screen, click on International Data Base (IDB)

c. Third screen, click Online Demographic Aggregation; 

d. Fourth screen √ 094; Submit Query

e. On the next screen there are several HIGHLIGHTS that need to be done:

1st box-highlight 5 Year Age Group 0-4, 5-9, 10-14…

SKIP Custom Age Group 

Variable Group√ OFF   Population and sex ratio--√ ON Percent
SKIP Aggregation Region—leave at default

Next Region and Country Selection—SKIP first box

Next box-HIGHLIGHT your country in SECOND box

Year Selection—HIGHLIGHT Latest Available Year

SUBMIT Query

1. Students can print their country’s data and construct their population pyramid.

a. 3.   To research their country’s birth rate and death rate:

b. Follow Steps 1, 2, 3 as above; on the Fourth screen, √ 008; Submit Query

c. Variable Groups and How to Aggregate—LEAVE at DEFAULT

d. Aggregation Output Option—√ country data only

e. SKIP FIRST box of Region and Country selection 

f. Select your country

g. SKIP year selection box; YEAR RANGE-type in 1996-2006

h. SUBMIT query

i. Students can print and create a hand-made line graph. Or they may use EXCEL and create a computer-generated line graph with all the necessary information.

4.  Students will write 2-3 paragraphs about which push-pull factors affect their country, “why” 

     “what” the impact is/was, and the possible impacts of said push-pull factors in the future.

Assessment: 

1.   Grade population pyramids for accuracy:  title, data properly identified, data source (Census 

      Bureau).

2. Line graphs for accuracy: title, data properly identified, data source (Census Bureau). 

3. Grade the essay based on 6 +1 (which I’m required to follow).

Additional, etc.  I am required to follow the 6+1 so they would know in advance which of the traits will have the most emphasis, but they will need to remember all traits are in play.

