INTRODUCTION

My lesson plans are for grades 9-12.  I teach at an alternative/credit recovery/adult education program.  Our credits are set up as book, or computer credits.  Until there is a textbook for Geography and History of the World, we won’t be offering it as a credit.  We do offer World History (2 semesters), U.S. History (2 semesters), and World Geography (2 semesters).  We serve a diverse body of students.  Ages range from 16 (minimum) to 60 years plus.  I have had a 33 year-old man who completed the government textbook and then received his diploma from a high school in northern Indiana.  “Book” credits require the student to read the assigned chapters, complete all vocabulary and worksheets, and then pass the test for that chapter.  What I will do with GHW is to augment the textbook chapters with cards that allow the student to complete requirement in an alternative way.    I plan on having one card for replacement for each chapter and students can complete no more than one per unit.  These cards could be used for a ‘final project.”  That could change when I receive the textbooks.  At this point, I am trying to complete a plan for a different way to fulfill the curriculum requirements, which are based on the standards set by the state.  What you will see here is a tentative plan of what the cards might look like.  Remember, each student is working at their rate.  No one has to “keep up with the class.”  Many times female students, who are pregnant, come to us for a few months, leave for six weeks, then return to finish.  Others are on house arrest, have court-order service, or maybe a short incarceration period.  We have to be very flexible, so our curriculum reflects this.  Remember, each credit is set up for independent study.
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Estimated Sessions:  3-5 days, 3 hour sessions

Grade levels:  10-12

Purpose:  Emphasize exact location and urbanization.  I want the students to understand the terms latitude and 
                 longitude, and be able to create a simple map, write specific directions, and follow them.
National Geography Standards addressed:
1 – How to use maps and other geographic representations, tools, and technologies to acquire, process, and report 

       information from a spatial perspective.

2 – How to use mental maps to organize information about people, places, and environments in a spatial context.
Indiana Social Studies Academic Indicators addresses:  
Geography and History of the World
5.3 - Analyze the changing functions of cities over time.
Objectives:  Upon completion of these activities, the student will be able to 
1. understand exact location in terms of latitude and longitude,  
2. locate pre-determined places by using a GPS device,  
3. have an historic understanding of latitude and longitude, and

4. find exact location.
Background:  Many of my students have little understanding of how maps work.  Where do maps come from?  Some can’t follow a simple map. You may have to begin from the very basic concepts of maps.
Materials Required:  
· DVD Longitude 
· GPS unit 
· map of Lafayette, Indiana (or your home community)

· telephone book
· computer lab with Internet access 
· dictionary

· textbook
Procedures:  
1. Watch DVD Longitude.  Write a 1- page summary of the movie.  
2. Using the dictionary, or glossary from your textbook, in your words, define latitude and longitude.
3. Go outside, as a group, and using the GPS, find the exact location of the school (the student entrance).
4. Find the coordinates for your home.  Compare the coordinates to the school’s latitude and longitude.  Which lies further South?  East?  North?  West?
5. Draw a simple map from your home to school.  Indicate directions, main streets, and any significant landmarks or physical features; i.e. McDonalds, Speedway Gas, river, or a church that you might pass.  

6. Now, write the precise directions from your house to school.  Use directions, north, south east or west when you indicate turns, or where to proceed.  Example: Turn left (west) onto Main Street.  Follow Main Street to 3rd Street.  At 3rd. Street turn left (south).  Proceed for 4 blocks….

Assessment:  Teacher-created rubric for each section.
DVD Summary = 30 points

Definition = 20 points

Short-answer questions = 10 points

Map = 20 points

Directions = 20 points 
Adaptations/Extensions/Call-Out:   
1. EXTRA CREDIT!  Plan a trip to Chicago.  Precisely write out directions to a specific location; Wrigley Park, the Sears Tower or maybe Navy Pier.  How many miles might you travel.  Estimate gas and food costs.  What might be an unexpected expense?  This is worth 25 extra points!
Resources:  
· Use travel magazines (local AAA resource contacts)

· the Internet 
· travel agencies
