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Title: PV Ventura/Harpoon Units of World War 2
Author:  Alan C. Carey
Author Information:  Alan Carey is a noted historical aviation author.  His background is in military history writing about little known facts that had a big impact. His books are all well researched including technical information, personal accounts, photographs, and diagrams.  Mr. Carey’s post-secondary education background is in history and public administration.  He, also, served in the Marine Corps. and in the Army Reserve and Texas Army National Guard. His interest in military aviation began due to the fact that his father flew with a bomber crew in World War II.
Publishing Information:  ISBN 1-84176-383-7.  Osprey Publishing, Oxford, Great Britain, OX2 9LP
Theme: Use of the PV Ventura and Harpoon Units during World War II noting the technical development over time, the regions in which the Units were flown, and the personal accounts of pilots, mechanics, and builders.
Number of Pages: 96
Target Audience: People who enjoy aviation history; the personal accounts are very interesting.  High school through adult reader.
Brief Description:  PV Ventura/Harpoon Units of World War 2 focuses on the technical development of the Ventura and Harpoon aircraft.
Major Points:  Technical needs from the origins of the Ventura and Harpoon aircraft in 1939, to the decline of the aircraft are the focus of the book.  Included are the regions of the world in which the aircraft flew.  
My Opinion:  The book is a bit technical for many readers and educators, but the information about “where” the aircraft flew is geographical in nature.  Plus the rationale for flying regions and mechanical issues based on weather can be linked to geography and history classrooms.  The personal accounts and the “stories” are the best part of the book, which convey the realities of World War II to the reader.
Use in the Classroom:  Linking Indiana directly to historical aviation is an easy task. A lesson has been developed utilizing the book in conjunction with the world’s only remaining flying Harpoon, which is located in Hancock County, Indiana.  The lesson, The Harpoon: Understanding the Space and Time of a Valuable Indiana Resource  touches GHW academic standards 7.1, 7.2, 4.5, and 6.2. A World War II era airplane is available for viewing at Mount Comfort Airport outside of Indianapolis (east in Hancock County, north of I-70). The aircraft is operated by the American Military Heritage Foundation, P.O. Box 29061, Indianapolis IN 46229. Contact Penny Litz, AMHF President at 317.883.4721 or 760.835.7529 to find out additional information and to arrange a tour. Indiana is lucky to have such a resource as the Harpoon (http://www.amhf.org/aircraft/harpoon.shtml). It is the only one on the entire planet that is flying! A book with information about the Harpoon, and other PV Units by Alan Carey is available.  The book provides background information about the Harpoon and other similar aircraft: rationale for development, successes, problems, international linkages and much more. PV Ventura/Harpoon Units of World War 2, ISBN 1-84176-383-7 can be found on Amazon.com or via Osprey Publishing (http://www.ospreypublishing.com/). Connect the Harpoon to the study of the U.S.S. Indianapolis and the study of a Landing Ship Tank (LST) located in Evansville, Indiana for a more comprehensive unit. 

· Brief Power Point images of the Harpoon are available, as well as, 
· Brief History of Ralph Johnson, Indiana native, aviation pioneer 

