Southwest Asia

Unit Plan

By: Jessica Niksch; June, 2007

       LaPorte High School,; LaPorte, Indiana

Estimated Sessions: 12 (70 minute periods)

Grade Levels: 9-12

Purpose: To use geographical and historical skills and concepts to deepen understanding of the region of Southwest Asia and global themes contained within the standards in relationship to the aforementioned region.

National Geography Standards Addressed: 

1: How to use maps and other geographic representations, tools, and technologies to acquire, process, and report 
    information.
2: How to use mental maps to organize information about people, places, and environments.
3: How to analyze the spatial organization of people, places, and environments on Earth's surface. 

4: The physical and human characteristics of places.
5: That people create regions to interpret Earth's complexity.
6: How culture and experience influence people's perception of places and regions. 

7: The physical processes that shape the patterns of Earth's surface.
9: The characteristics, distribution, and migration of human populations on Earth's surface.
10: The characteristics, distributions, and complexity of Earth's cultural mosaics.
11: The patterns and networks of economic interdependence on Earth's surface.
12: The process, patterns, and functions of human settlement.
13: How forces of cooperation and conflict among people influence the division and control of Earth's surface. 

14: How human actions modify the physical environment.
15: How physical systems affect human systems.
16: The changes that occur in the meaning, use, distribution, and importance of resources. 

17: How to apply geography to interpret the past.
To apply geography to interpret the present and plan for the future.

Indiana Social Studies Academic Indicators Addressed:
Geography and History of the World
1.1 Use maps, timelines, and/or other graphic representations to identify the location, distribution, and main events 
      in the development of cultural hearths in various regions of the world. 

1.2 Ask and answer geographic and historical questions* about the locations and growth of culture hearths. Assess 
      why some of these culture hearths have endured to this day, while others have declined or disappeared. 

1.3 Analyze agricultural hearths* and exchanges of crops among regions. Evaluate the impact of agriculture on the 
      subsequent development of culture hearths in various regions of the world.

1.4 Detect the factors that explain how the local and regional human and physical environments of selected culture 
      hearths were modified over time in terms of such features as urban development and agricultural activities.
2.1 Map the spread over time of world religions from their points of origin and identify those that exhibit a high 
      degree of local and/or international concentration. 

2.2 Differentiate among selected countries in terms of how their identities, cultural and physical environments and 
      forms of government* are affected by world religions.

3.1 Map the distribution of the world’s human population for different time periods. Analyze changes in population 
      characteristics and population density in specific regions. 

3.2 Identify the push-pull factors* that resulted in the migration of human population over time and detect changes 
      in these factors. 

6.3 Map the spread of innovative art forms and scientific thought from their origins to other world regions. Analyze 
      how the spread of these ideas influenced developments in art and science for different places and regions of the 
      world. 

6.4 Analyze how transportation and communication changes have led to both cultural convergence* and 
      divergence* in the world. 

6.5 Analyze and assess the impact of the four major agricultural revolutions* on the world’s human and physical 
      environments. 

6.6 Compare and contrast the impact of the Industrial Revolution on developed countries with the economic 
      processes acting upon less developed countries in the contemporary world. 

8.1 Use maps to show the location and distribution of Earth’s resources. Analyze how this distribution affects trade 
      between and among countries and regions. 

8.2 Prepare graphic representations, such as maps, tables, and timelines, to describe the global movement of goods 
      and services between and among countries and world regions over time. Analyze and assess the patterns and 
      networks of economic interdependence or lack of interdependence that result.

8.3 Detect how the physical and human environments have been altered in selected countries due to trade, 
      commerce, and industrialization. Propose strategies for controlling the impact of these forces on the 
      environments affected. 

8.4 Analyze the impact of changing global patterns of trade and commerce on the local community. Predict the 
      impact of these patterns in the future.

9.1 Use maps to identify regions in the world where particular natural disasters occur frequently. Analyze how the 
      physical and human environments in these regions have been modified over time in response to environmental 
      threats. Give examples of how international efforts bring aid to these regions and assess the success of these 
      efforts. 

9.2 Identify regional resource issues that may impair sustainability*, economic expansion, and/or diversification*. 
      Assess the impact of these issues on the physical and human environments of specific regions. Propose 
      strategies for dealing with regional resources issues. 

9.3 Identify ways in which humans have used technology to modify the physical environment in order to settle 
      areas in different world regions. Evaluate the impact of these technologies on the physical and human 
      environments affected. 

11.5 Analyze the impact of tourism on the physical and human environments of selected world regions. Predict the 
      environmental impact of a continued growth in tourism in these regions. 

11.6 Use geographical and historical knowledge and skills to analyze problems related to tourism and to propose 
      solutions related to these problems. 

Objectives: Upon completion of the unit the student will be able to

1. locate the region of Southwest Asia on a world map and identify/label the countries that compose the 

    region,

2. locate, identify, and label on a map major landforms and bodies of water that influence the region,

3. identify major cultural and agricultural hearths within the region of Southwest Asia and explain how 
                 those cultural/agricultural hearths developed and spread ideas,

4. identify major innovations that originated in the region and analyze/explain how those innovations 

    changed the world,

5. identify and analyze major conflicts within the region of Southwest Asia and explain how these conflicts 

    affect the global community,

6. identify and analyze current issues in the region and how those issues affect the global community,

7. identify and analyze different countries' infrastructures and explain how they influence political issues 

    within the region,

8. identify major religious influences in the region and analyze how these influences have affected conflicts 

    in Southwest Asia,

9. create map models that relate specific data about the region of Southwest Asia,

10. ask geographical and historical questions in order to propose solutions to regional problems,

11. use thematic maps to draw conclusions and answer geographical and historical questions,

12. identify major world religions founded in Southwest Asia,

13. describe major characteristics of the religions that originated in Southwest Asia, and

14. describe factors that influenced the spread or decline of religions for Southwest Asia.
Materials Required
· Geography text: World Geography (with some type of background info)
· 
Arreola, D., Deal, M., Petersen, J.,& Sanders, R. (2003). World Geography. McDougal Littell, Inc.

· World History Text (with some type of background info)
· Ellis, E., & Esler, (2003). World History: Connections to Today. Upper Saddle River: Prentice Hall 

· The History of the World in 6 Glasses (Stone Aged Brew discussion notes); Standage, T. (2006). The History of the World in 6 Glasses. New York, NY: Walker & Company.

· The Handy Religion Answer Book (The Fat, the Water, and the Rock background info); Renard, J. (2002). The Handy Religion Answer Book. Canton, MI: Visible Ink Press.

· Blank Outline Maps (Transparencies and hard copies) {mapping activities}; Purpose: Map Skills Lab

· Stream Table; Purpose: Properties of Water Lab
· Instant Oatmeal; Purpose: Let There be Cereal Lab
· Geo Journal; Purpose: Daily writing activities
· Colored Pencils; Purpose: Adding color to Map Skills Lab

Procedures:
Day 1: UNIT INTRODUCTION (70 min. period)

Materials Needed: 
Blank political outline maps of Southwest Asia, political outline map transparency, overhead projector and marking pens

Opening Activity: Geographical Question - WHERE? (10-15 min)
Give students a blank outline map of the world and colored pencils. Have each student shade the region of Southwest Asia (or what they think is Southwest Asia) with an orange colored pencil. Circulate around the room as they do so. Ask for volunteer to shade the area on the overhead transparency.  Continue taking volunteers until the correct area is shaded. Have students correct their maps with a green colored pencil.

Ask students what countries they might find here.

Map Skills Lab: Political Southwest Asia (40 - 50 minutes)
Distribute blank political maps of Southwest Asia and, using the overhead and map transparency, label major political features of Southwest Asia together as a class. Have students use color to differentiate political boundaries.
GeoJournal: What do we know? (5 - 10 minutes)
As a closing activity, ask students to write down in their GeoJournals the things that immediately come to mind when asked to think about Southwest Asia. 

Homework: 
Finish coloring the political maps at home. Maps are due at the beginning of the period the day following the activity.
Day 2: Let's Get Physical…Physical Geography of Southwest Asia
Materials Needed: 
Physical outline maps of Southwest Asia, overhead projector and marking pens, physical map transparency.

Opening Activity: (5-10 min)

Have students take out their GeoJournals and have a brief discussion about what they jotted down at the end of the last class.

Map Activity: (50-60 min)

Distribute Southwest Asia physical maps to the class. Using the overhead projector, have volunteers label and discuss the major physical features of Southwest Asia. Add color to maps to distinguish various physical features.

Physical Features to be Labeled:

Tigris River



Euphrates River



Jordan River



Diyala River



Dead Sea



Black Sea



Caspian Sea



Mediterranean Sea



Red Sea



Arabian Sea



Indian Ocean


Persian Gulf



Gulf of Aden



Syrian Desert



Dashte e Kavir



Dashte e Lut



An-Nafud



Rub Al-Khali



Najd



Golan Heights



Anatolia



Pontic Mountains



Elburz Mountains



Lagros Mountains



Hejaz



Plateau of Iran

Homework: 

Students should finish coloring maps at home. Maps are due at the beginning of the next class period.

Day 3: A Harsh and Arid Land - Climate and Vegetation of Southwest Asia
Materials Needed: 
GeoJournals, Stream Table(s), sand, natural obstacles, homes, watering cups, water.
Opening Activity: (5-10 min)

Review climate types…Arid, Semiarid, and Mediterranean.

· How might this influence where people live?

Have students brainstorm in small groups and write their ideas on the board.

Climate Types and Distribution in the Region Discussion: (10-15 min)
Discuss the climate types that can be found in Southwest Asia, their distribution within the region, and how this might affect population distribution in the region.

Properties of Water Lab: (30-40 min)

1. Set up stream tables prior to students' arrival.
2. After review of climate types, have students break down in to groups of 3-4 students.
3. Hand out Lab Sheet and read through as a class.

4. Allow students to begin. (Have an alternative activity for groups to work on if you do not have enough lab stations for each group to work simultaneously). Rotate groups as needed.

5. Reassemble after all groups have completed the lab activity.

6. Discuss the outcomes and apply it to the region.

Lab: 

Settling the Tigris and Euphrates - The Properties of Water

The purpose of this lab activity is to give you a more hands on approach to understanding the properties of water and how those properties help to influence population distribution patterns.

LAB PROCEDURES:
1. Pick up your lab materials from the teacher.


You should have:



Watering can



Houses



Rocks



Trees

2. Begin by placing your rocks and your trees to create a varied landscape. You can place these randomly.

3. Study the relief and topography and make a theory as to where the water might flow. Place you houses according to your theory of water flow.

4. Create a map of your river plain. Be sure to identify where you think the water will flow and include the essential elements of a map. Use the following color key:


Blue: proposed water flow



Black: rocks



Green: trees



Red: houses

5. After you have drawn your map, use your watering can to make it rain.

6. Observe you rain as it makes its way down the landscape.

7. Adjust your map using ORANGE to identify the actual flow of water across the landscape.

8. Answer the post lab questions on the back of this sheet.

Post-Lab Questions

1. What happened to the landscape as the water moved down hill?

2. Were any new landforms formed? Why do you think this occurred?
3. Did you accurately predict the path of the water?

4. Did you lose any homes?

5. How did your trees and rocks influence the flow of water?

6. How does all of this influence where you might build your home in the future?
Day 4: Core Cultural Hearth - Mesopotamia

Materials Needed: GeoJournals

Opening Activity: Writing in Clay (5-10 min)

Give the students a very simple translation prompt (i.e. Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star, Hey Diddle, Diddle…) and have them translate the excerpt using hieroglyphics. Ask for volunteers to put on the board. Have students try to decipher the examples.

*Distribute a variety of prompts so that not everyone has the same one.

Mesopotamia: What is it Good For? (40-50 min)

Ask students to redefine cultural hearth

Discuss major inventions of the region:

Cities


Gnomon


Cadastral maps



Sexagesimal system


Writing


Agriculture
GeoJournal: How did Mesopotamia Change the World? (5-10 min)

Have students write about how Mesopotamia and its inventions changed to world. Have them discuss how these inventions relate to Geography and where we see evidence of these inventions today.

Day 5: History in a Glass

Materials Needed:

"Boiling" water, instant oatmeal, plastic bowls and spoons, GeoJournals

Opening Activity: How Mesopotamia Changed the World (5-10 min)

Discuss GeoJournal responses from the previous session.

Lab: Let There be Agriculture! The Properties of Cereal Grains (15-25 min)

1. Hand out Lab Sheets and read through as a class

2. Have students get in to lab groups (3-4 students) and begin.

A Stone Aged Brew: The Discovery of Beer (30-40 min)

Discuss the properties of cereal grains, as observed in the lab; and how the discovery of those properties led to their domestication, accidental fermentation, and the eventual invention of bread.
GeoJournal: How did Beer influence the development of other noteworthy inventions? (5 min)

Have students explain why the domestication of grains led to some of the inventions discussed the previous day.

Let There Be Agriculture!


-The Properties of Cereal Grains Lab

The purpose of this lab is to help you to understand the properties of cereal grains and how, when newly discovered, those properties allowed early farmers to domesticate these grains and develop agricultural societies.

LAB PROCEDURES:


1. Obtain your lab materials from Teacher



-plastic bowl



-plastic spoon



-oatmeal packet



-hot water

2. Open envelope of instant oatmeal and empty the contents in to your bowl and 

    record observations for questions 1-3 on the back of this paper.

3. Add water to dry oats and stir with spoon.

4. Observe oats and record observations for questions 4-6 on the back of this  

    paper.

5. Answer questions 7 and 8 on the back of this paper.

6. Clean Up.

Please dispose of lab materials in the garbage can and wipe down surfaces used.



Return desks to original locations.



Sit quietly until all groups have finished the lab.

Lab Questions: 

1. What do the dry oats look like?

2. What do the dry oats smell like?

3. What do the dry oats taste like?

4. What do the oats look like after water is stirred in?

5. What do they smell like?

6. What do they taste like?

7. Is this a food product that can sustain life?

8. What might be the benefits of domesticating these grains? 

Day 6: The Fat, the Water, and the Rock…Religion in Southwest Asia

Materials Needed:

Tall drinking glass, 1/2 cup water, 1/2 cup vegetable oil, a couple of small pebbles, GeoJournals

Opening Activity: Fat, Water, Rock Demonstration (5-10 min)

In front of class…show students empty glass. Ask them to observe the three materials as you add them to the glass one by one. Pour in water, then oil, and then drop in the pebbles. Ask them to record their observations in their GeoJournal. Set aside for later.

What Do You Know? (5-10 min.)
Ask students to jot down what they know about religion in Southwest Asia.


What religions would they expect to find there?

The Fat, the Water, the Rock - Discussion (40-50 min)

Hand out Religions spreadsheet. Ask them to jot down notes during the discussion.

Discuss the fundamentals and history of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.

Closing Activity - Drawing Conclusions (5-10 min)

Have students reflect in their GeoJournals about the significance of the opening demonstration. What did each material represent? Based on their previous observations, what conclusions can they come to regarding the relationships between the three religious groups in this area? What problems might this religious diversity cause?

Day 7: Colonial Tinkering in Southwest Asia

Materials Needed:

None

Opening Activity: Historical Map (5-10 min)
Place a pre-colonial map of Southwest Asia on the overhead projector and have students study it. Overlay a current political map of Southwest Asia on top of the historical map. Ask students to jot down their observations.

Imperialism in Southwest Asia (20-30 min)

Discuss with the class…


-internal issues that led to successful imperialism in Southwest Asia



Decline of Muslim empires



Islamic Reform Movement


-Major colonial influences



Advantages



Disadvantages

Forces Shaping the Modern "Middle East" (20-30 min)

Discuss…

Religious and Cultural Diversity


Winning Independence


Palestine


Israel


Refugee Issue


Governments

Oil

Water

Islamic Revival

Day 8: Current Issues in Southwest Asia

Materials Needed:

Student supplied current issues articles 

Opening Activity: Eyewitness News (10-20 min)

Have students bring in current events articles from newspapers or magazines. Go around the room and ask students to share their article and why they thought it was important for them to share with the class.

Current Issues in Southwest Asia (20-30 min)

Discuss the current issues in Southwest Asia


Shiite v Sunni Muslim


Islam v. Christianity v. Judaism


Water


Oil

Solving Problems (10-20 min)

Have students get in to their small groups and give them a "current issue". Ask them to propose a reasonable and realistic solution to the problem they were given.
Give students about ten minutes then reassemble and ask for volunteers to present their problem and proposed solution.

Have class discuss the solution and whether or not they think that it might work.

Day 9: Test Review Jeopardy

Materials Needed:

Jeopardy Board (poster or marker/chalk board), questions of varying difficulty levels, noise makers or Classroom Performance System (CPS).

Let's Play!

1. Prepare test relevant review questions ofvarying difficulty


2. Set up Jeopardy style board on chalk/marker board, poster board, or Classroom 


    Performance System


3. Hand out noise makers or CPS buttons


4. Have students get in their review teams and begin with an easy question. 

    The first team to respond correctly will get the points and dominate the board.

5. Proceed until done with the questions or the end of class.

6. Reward students with appropriate extra credit points.

Day 10: Southwest Asia TEST
Create as appropriate to your student’s needs and abilities and to your teaching materials and resources.
