Religious Divisions (Lesson 1)
By:  Hilary Steinhardt; July, 2007

Estimated Sessions: 2 to 3 class periods
Grade Level(s):  9-12
Purpose:  This lesson allows students to gain a more in-depth understanding of the opposing cultures through researching and analyzing each religion.
National Geography Standards addressed:  See Unit Introduction
Indiana Social Studies Academic Indicators addressed:  See Unit Introduction
Objectives:  Students will…
· identify the basic belief systems of Islam and Judaism in order to compare/contrast the two.
· understand the basic historical background of these religions.
· analyze the roles and contributions religion has on the Palestinian-Israeli conflict.

Background:  If an overview of the three major world religions that began in the Middle East has not been presented, do so before proceeding.  Options for doing this: 

· Religion:  Three Religions, One God from PBS Global Connections the Middle East http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/globalconnections/mideast/themes/religion/index.html 

· Atlas of World History from Parragon Publishing, 2006:  Chapter entitled “New World Religions” beginning on page 74 (exclude the sections on Hinduism and Buddhism).

Be sure to include a review of Mesopotamia as a “cultural hearth.”

A cultural hearth is a source area from which new ideas radiate.  In the simple sense, advances in agriculture lead to increased crop production.  This means that not everyone in a given population need grow their own crops.  One farmer can produce enough crops to support more than one family.  This then allows people to engage in other activities besides crop raising, animal husbandry, hunting or gathering.  As a result of these other activities, new ideas develop and lead to advancements in science, astronomy, mathematics, religion, art, and political systems.  These ideas then are spread to surrounding areas.
Materials Required:

· Religion Comparisons Worksheet

· Religions Slide Show Activity

· Venn Diagram

· Videos on Islam and Judaism (optional, see Resources section below)

Procedures:

1. Begin a discussion by asking students what comes to mind when you mention “Arab-Palestinian Conflict.”  Either have them write down their thoughts on their own sheet of paper or start a column on the board and write down answers as they are given.  They will likely mention war, violence, terrorism, Muslims, Jews, etc.  Explain that in order to try and understand a conflict, you need to know information about the opposing sides and that this lesson will reveal information about both the Israelis and Palestinians.

2. Next, ask students what comes to mind when you mention the word “Islam.”  Do the same for “Judaism.”  Do you think of these religions as having similarities?

3. Explore the two different religions:  pass out the Religion Comparisons Worksheet and explain what is expected of them and when the assignment is due.  Allow them to use the internet and other resources to fill in the information for Islam and Judaism.  The information on Christianity has already been recorded as an example and provides a forum for looking at all three monotheistic religions together.
4. Have students use a Venn diagram to organize the similarities/differences for Islam and Judaism.
5. Discuss the view each of the fellow Abrahamic religions has towards one another…

· Muslims believe Jews and Christians are respected as "People of the Book," but they have wrong beliefs and only partial revelation.

· Jews believe Islam and Christianity are false interpretations and extentions of Judaism.
· Christians believe Judaism is a true religions, but with incomplete revelation and that Islam is a false religion.
6. Present students with some visual references for each religion.  Begin the Religions Slide Show Activity with the response exercise.

Transition to the next lesson, “Roots of Conflict”
7. Pose the following question for students to think about…

If you were a Muslim living in Israel, or the Land of Palestine, what might be your greatest challenge in today’s world?

If you were a Jew living in Israel, or the Land of Palestine, what might be your greatest challenge in today’s world?

8. Ask students how their own religious beliefs affect their behavior and actions.  Open a discussion on how personal perceptions influence decisions made by both individuals and governments.  For example, point out that to many, “Islam” conjures up negative impressions of fundamentalists, intolerance and terrorism.  Explain that both groups have an “extremist wing” that is capable of violence.

Assessment:

· Religions Comparison Worksheet

· Venn Diagram

· Slide show participation/responses

· Participation in discussions

Adaptations/Extensions/Call-Out:

· Videos can be used either as additional support to reading material or as a substitute for students with lower reading skills.  See resources below.

· Have students write a short essay on what they know so far about the conflict

· Have students research holy sites, religious artifacts, or religious art for each religion.

Resources:
· Religions of the World Series from Social Studies School Service http://socialstudies.com/product.html?record@TF36822
Islam - $39.95

Judaism - $39.95
