RELIGIONS SLIDE SHOW ACTIVITY
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Objectives: 

This exercise is intended in part to communicate information about the three major monotheistic religions of the Middle East--Judaism, Christianity and Islam--about beliefs, events, symbols, institutions and practices important to the three religions.  The main purpose, however, is to impress upon the students the many things that these three religions have in common, as well as their differences, which should lead to greater understanding and respect for other beliefs. 

Procedure:

1. Students number a page from one to twenty.

2. The Slide Show: The teacher shows twenty slides and asks the student to associate each slide with one or more of the three major religion of the Middle East--Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, abbreviated J,C, and I for brevity.  The teacher can show the first slide as an example, noting that the students should write I for "Islam", because the slide shows the Ka'aba at Mecca.  For this first run through the slide show, students will be looking for visual clues and guessing.

3. Slide Identifications: Afterwards, the teacher goes over the slides again with the students, asking what associations they had with each slide and why, and providing the information that goes with the slides.(text only version)

Many of the students will be familiar with their own religions but will not realize the things they share with other religions: for example, the Christian students may be surprised to find that the Last Supper was a Passover Seder.  The teacher should emphasize these things that the three religions have in common and that it should not be surprising that they have a lot in common since, after all, they arose in the same part of the world at different times, and each religion incorporates things that antedate it.

