Pushing and Pulling:  Factors for Migration!

By:  Sarah Wilson, West Noble High School

        Ligonier, IN; July, 2008

Estimated class time:  Five to Seven  50 minute class periods  ( Depending on class size and no. of centers)

Grade Level:  9-12  (Geography and History of the World)

Purpose:  Students will understand why people move to and from places and how that changes places.

National Geography Standards:


Standards depend on what groups are studied, but example will cover items in the following:


Standards 1,3,4,6,9,11,12, and 14

National History Standards:


Standards depend on what groups are studied, but example will cover items in the following:


Standards 3,4,5,6,7,8, and 9

Indiana Academic Standards: 

High School Geography and History of the World

Standard 3 - Population Characteristics, Distribution, and Migration - Students will examine the physical and human geographic factors associated with population characteristics, distribution, and migration in the world and the causes and consequences associated with them. 

Objective:  Upon completion of this lesson, student will be able to explain with an example of what push and pull factors are and how they lead to migrations.

Background:  Students should know what a primary and secondary source is.  Students should also be familiar with research methods and how to conduct searches in the library and on the internet for specific information.

Materials required:  This is dependent for all groups, but each group will need access to library and internet sources, art supplies, computers, and maps.

Procedures/Questions:

Begin day one by drawing a two column chart on the board.  On one column, write, what it would take to make you move away from a place you liked.  On the other column, write, what things would attract you to move to another place.  The teacher may need to get things started, below is an example.

	What would make you move away 
	What would make you want to move to a place

	
	

	I couldn’t practice my religion
	Religious freedom

	No food
	Lots of farmland

	I couldn’t find a job
	Lots of places to get a job

	I couldn’t speak freely
	Lots of freedoms


Once lists are completed have a quick discussion with the class.  Ask students what would make them leave a place.  What would attract them to another place?  You may have students in your room who have moved from places for those reasons.  Allow some time for sharing- students will connect with the subject.  

Explain to students what push and pull factors are.  By drawing your examples from the chart that students created they should get the idea pretty quickly. 

Now explain to students that they are going to look at some groups in history that have been influenced by push and pull factors.  They are going to get into groups and look at specific groups and find out what push and pull factors influenced them, and how it changed them and the place they went to.  

The teacher will need to have students divided up into groups of  3- 5 students, depending on class size.  


Here are some examples of the groups that students can research.  You can add or subtract groups to work with your own specific unit.  Attached are some questions that can help their research.  You can add/delete groups, then cut the following table into strips to hand out to groups.

	Group
	Questions to begin research

	Irish
	When did they begin to emigrate?

Where did they go?

Why did they leave?

How did they affect the place they went to?

	Chinese
	When did they begin to emigrate?

Where did they go?

Why did they leave?

How did they affect the place they went to?

	Russian Jews
	When did they begin to emigrate?

Where did they go?

Why did they leave?

How did they affect the place they went to?

	Scandinavians
	When did they begin to emigrate?

Where did they go?

Why did they leave?

How did they affect the place they went to?

	Eastern Europeans 
	When did they begin to emigrate?

Where did they go?

Why did they leave?

How did they affect the place they went to?

	Hispanics
	When did they begin to emigrate?

Where did they go?

Why did they leave?

How did they affect the place they went to?


Other groups can include:

The Huns, Goths, Vandals, Gypsies, Toltecs, Aztecs, European groups, Slaves, Japanese, Boers, Native Americans, American settlers, Mormons, Jews after WWII, and many more.  

Next is a copy of the assignment sheet to hand out to students.  Directions are explained within. (below)
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Your Task:  Research your assigned group, and figure out their push and pull factors, migration patterns, and a little history.  You will present your information in a class center.  (Each group will create a center, and then you will travel from center to center.)

Once you receive your group, begin researching to find out their background.  Look for reasons why they might have left their homeland and where they went.  Find out why they went there- what attracted them.  (These are the push and pull factors.)  

After looking at push/pull factors, look at where they went.  How did they affect those places?  (Did they influence food, culture, government, etc?)  Look for primary and secondary sources for your information.  Be sure to site where you get your information from.  

Next create a map that shows where your group started from and where they went.  You will need to incorporate your map into your center.

What your center must have:


A brief summary of your group


A map of your group’s migration


An activity for a group to work on; Get creative with this!  

(It can be a puzzle, game, video clip, comic, website- something educational that you create.)

Your group’s center should take between 10-15 minutes to complete.

Your group will be evaluated on:

    How well you researched your group- did you answer your questions?

    How well you present your findings in your center

    How educational and well done your center is

Outline of Lesson Timeline

Day One-


Begin, organize, and assign groups


Groups will begin research

Teacher should be traveling between groups to clear up misunderstanding and further explain details.

Day Two-


Groups will be researching

Teacher needs to be monitoring closely to make sure groups are finding answers to questions and are on track.

Day Three-


Groups should be finishing up research.


Groups should be putting information together and starting centers


Teacher continues to check on groups

Day Four-


Groups are working on Centers- getting them ready for class.


(This could take an extra day?  Depends on class. )

Days Five- Seven


Groups are visiting centers.  Time each center rotation for around 13 minutes.  You can add or subtract time as needed.  (Allow about 30 seconds for travel between centers.)  The days will depend on how many centers your students created.  The more, the longer it will take.

Assessment:

Each teacher can make their own assessments.  Some may take grade for different steps, others the finished product.  You can also have peer assessments as the end of each station and average those scores together.  

Adaptations:

This activity is very adaptable.  You could make Power Point presentations instead of centers or have a group presentation with poster boards.  Projects could be individual instead of groups.  
