A Proposal for Peace in the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict

(Lesson 4)
Adapted from an original lesson by Michele Israel, independent educational consultant/writer for Educational Consulting Group
By:  Hilary Steinhardt; July, 2007

Estimated Sessions: 3-6 classroom periods
Grade Level(s):  9-12

Purpose:  This lesson is a culmination to the “Conflict Where Three Continents Meet” Unit, requiring students to ask geographic questions, acquire, organize, and analyze geographic information, then answer the geographic question.

National Geography Standards addressed:  See Unit Introduction
Indiana Social Studies Academic Indicators addressed:  See Unit Introduction
Objectives:  Students will:

· determine the common elements of disputes and the challenges in resolving them

· identify the key factors in the crisis

· analyze past and present attempts at peace

· design a peace plan to resolve the conflict 

Background:
Before beginning the lesson, students should be familiar with Islam and Judaism, and understand the history and current status of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Materials Required:
· Internet and print resources on the Middle East Peace attempts

· Map of Israel and the disputed territories along with historical maps (see numerous options in the  resources section below)

· Specific requirements sheet for their peace plan

Procedures
1. Have students consider the typical causes of disputes, who is involved with them, what prolongs them and how they are resolved.  Consider what seem to be the key ingredients in resolving disputes? What has to occur between/among the involved parties in order for a dispute to end?  Ask the question, how can we bring and end to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict?

2. Review with students the basic history and current status of the Israeli-Palestinian crisis, especially the fact that during the course of the conflict, peace-making efforts have been undertaken, but have typically lasted a very short period of time or have not taken at all.

3. Have students acquire information on past peace attempts.  Options:
a. Have each student research key past peace attempts (this requires extended research time) such as the…

UN Security Council Resolution 242

UN Security Council Resolution 338

1978 Camp David Peace Accords

Oslo Accords (Declaration of Principles)

Hebron agreement

Wye River Memorandum

Camp David 2000 Summit

Beirut summit

The "Road Map" for peace

Geneva Accord
Sharm el-Sheikh Summit of 2005
b. Have pairs or groups of students research key past peace attempts (such as those listed above) and then report back to the class in chronological order so that everyone can have a complete background on the past peace attempts.

c. Present a power point presentation on the past attempts or provide students with a handout summarizing them.  This option requires the least amount of research time and may allow more time for organization, analysis and interpretation. 

4. Have students (either individually, in pairs, or in groups) organize these past events and summarize the goal and result of each.  With the knowledge they have gained regarding this conflict, appoint them chief of the new Middle East Envoy.  Explain that initially the “Quartet” - a group that includes the United States, European Union, Russia and the United Nations – appointed former British Prime Minister Tony Blair to this position but has since reconsidered and seen the need for a “fresh” approach to solving the conflict.  (An alternative option for this assignment would be to have students write a short paragraph outlining their initial idea for the task and then pair/group those with similar ideas.)

5. Help the class get started by doing a quick summary of current leaders of Israel, the Palestinians, and neighboring Arab countries.  Provide a specific set of requirements for their proposals.  This should include a specific map.  It may also include which neighboring Arab countries they will include in the process and addressing each of the following repeated obstacles to peace:
a. Strong feelings (of religious ownership, etc.) on both sides
b. Status of Jerusalem
c. Israeli security concerns over terrorism, safe borders, incitements, violence
d. Arab concerns over Israeli settlements, land, and water rights
e. Palestinian refugee issues
6. Have each group present its plan/recommendations at a mock international conference focused on resolving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  Students, as conference attendees, may pose questions of the presenters to challenge or substantiate a proposed action.

Assessment:
· Class participation

· Past peace process research

· Peace Plan and class presentation


Adaptations/Extensions/Call-Out:
· To simplify the process or for limited-ability students, provide outlines of possible peace plans and have students do research to provide responses on whether they think each plan will work by writing an “official recommendation” to a mock government representative in support of their opinions.

Resources:
· Peace process in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict from Answers.com http://www.answers.com/topic/peace-process-in-the-israeli-palestinian-conflict 

· US Department of State Middle East Peace Chronology http://usinfo.state.gov/mena/middle_east_north_africa/me_vision/me_vision_timeline.html 

· Middle East Peace: Treaties Historic Documents, Treaties, and Agreements
http://www.ariga.com/treaties/
· Internet Modern History Sourcebook
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/modsbook54.html
· MidEast Web Gateway
http://www.mideastweb.org/
· Fact Sheet: The Middle East Peace Process
http://www.state.gov/www/current/middle_east/ispeace.html
· Battle for the Holy Land:  With Israelis and Palestinians in an escalating war, Frontline goes behind the lines and underground to reveal the tactics and strategies that led to the current violence.
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/holy/ 

· Historic Political Borders of the Middle East http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/globalconnections/mideast/maps/pol.html 

· Israeli-Palestinian Maps – great historic and current maps http://www.israelipalestinianprocon.org/mapintro.html
· Israel & the Palestinians Key Maps http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/in_depth/world/2001/israel_and_palestinians/key_maps/


