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Title:   Persepolis 1 & 2 

Author:   Marjane Satrapi

Author Information:  This is the author’s memoir about growing up in Iran during its Islamic Revolution.  She offers a unique and interesting perspective about growing up in Iran.  

Publishing information:  Pantheon Books, copyright 2003. Persepolis 1 ISBN 10 #0375422307 and Persepolis 2 ISBN 10 #0375714669.
Theme:  Growing up in Iran during the Islamic Revolution.

Number of Pages:  340 pgs.  (Graphic novel/Comic book style)

Target Audience:  grades 9- adult (Contains some mature content)

Brief Description:  Satrapi’s memoir is from the age of nine to the age of fourteen.  She tells about the history of Iran, the Iranian Islamic Revolution, and of her childhood in comic images.  She describes what it was like to grow up in a restrictive society and still be a young, modern, and independent thinking young woman.  Satrapi shows the deep contrasts between private and public life in Iran.  The reader gets involved in her own struggle at being independent and living in a repressive society.  Satrapi allows the reader to feel her own struggles.  This book is full of history, entertainment, and surprise. It keeps the reader wanting more.

Major Points:  One major point is the form of this book, it is a graphic novel.  Its format will interest many students.  It addresses a lot of history in a fun and manageable way.  The book offers a unique perspective into the history of Iran.  

Your Opinion:  I enjoyed this book.  It has a few parts in it that might be questionable to some students.  The illustrations are bold and help convey the content.  I think that most of my GHW students would be able to read and understand it.  

Ideas for use in the classroom:  This would be a good book for a book report or review.  It could also be used by pulling out sections for the class to read to supplement text.  It also could generate interest if used during a book talk. 

Understanding Satrapi’s life can enable students’ to better understand Iran today. Students would conduct a research project in small groups analyzing Iran’s history from a female’s perspective.

