Movement, Urbanization, and Diffusion of Music

By:  Scott Royer; July 7, 2008

        McCutcheon High School; Lafayette, IN 

Estimated Classroom Time:  4 Days

Grade Level(s):  9-12 Geography and History of the World
Purpose:  Students will understand the concepts of geography and migration by applying geographical concepts to popular musical artists.

National Geography Standards addressed:

4.  The physical and human characteristics of places
6.  How culture and experience influence people’s perceptions of places and regions
10. The characteristics, distribution, and complexity of earth’s cultural mosaics
15. How physical systems affect human systems
17. How to apply geography to interpret the past
Indiana Academic Standards addressed:
High School Geography and History of the World
3.2 - Identify and describe the push-pull factors that resulted in the migration of human population over time and 

detect changes in these factors. 
3.3  - Analyze the changes in population characteristics and physical and human environments that resulted from 
the migration of peoples within, between, and among world regions.

5.1  - Ask and answer geographic and historical questions about the origin and growth of towns and cities in 

different regions of the world and in different time periods. Compare and contrast the factors involved in the 
location and growth of towns and cities for different time periods.
11.3  - Identify and assess the impact of sports and recreation on the human and physical environments in selected 
Countries.
U.S. History
High School United States History

4.2 - Describe the development of popular culture.
Objectives: Upon completion of this activity students will be able to
· describe how geography affects culture, specifically music,
· describe a specific region of the United States in multiple ways, and
· explain push/pull factors and relate them to culture.
Background:  
Most students listen to music of some kind, but know nothing of the musician’s background, such as where he/she/they are from. The environment can  shape the sound of the music that is produced. Music inevitably gets connected to a region. Specific regional definitions of music can include such sounds as Chicago blues, Delta blues, Texas swing, New York punk, or the Seattle sound. By studying the backgrounds of musicians of their choice, students will learn about geography as well as history while practicing their research and writing skills.

Materials Required:
· Power point or smart board, overhead

· 1 day of class research-library/internet lab

· Students will supply their own materials

· Large map of the United States 
· The attached power point (Feel free to modify to suit your purposes)

Procedures: 

Day One

· Show map of US with photos of the selected musicians at the top

· Using the map, have students move the musicians to their city/state/region of origin

· Make corrections after they are done and discuss

· Since most of the music are from the south, discussion can be directed at region and what makes the south, specifically Mississippi special

· Go through the power point presentation 

· Show the slide that has the animated arrows (Attached power point)

· As a class discuss what pulled them to the cities

· Likely answers will include

· Economic opportunity-pull factors/economic factors-job scarcity or limited, as was under sharecropping 

· Racial oppression that was heavier and more overt in the south than anywhere

Questions:  

Students will select a musician or group to research exploring their connection to geography. The following questions will guide their research:
· Where is the musician from?

· What genre of music does he/she/they play?

· How did his surroundings shape his/her/their sound and style?

· Did he/she/they move to a larger city to record/perform-why?

· What effect did migration have on his/her/their music?

· Who (musicians) influenced them? Who did he/she/they, in turn, influence (other musicians) and where were those other musicians (those influenced BY and those influenced) from?
· How did they influence your chosen musicians/group?

Student research projects will be in one of two forms:
1. A visual display with a one page summary

2. A three page summary with no visual display

*All students will do a brief presentation to class whether they do the visual or the summary

Days two and three:
· This will be devoted to research in the library and/or Internet lab

Day four:

· All will do a brief presentation to the class with a sample of their music

· The class will use a large class map and attach small pictures of their musicians and their points of origin.

· A discussion will complete the activity synthesizing the observations of the entire class’ research.
*The presentation day may be moved back to allow students to complete assignments outside of class.

Assessment: 
Assessment will be performance based using the rubric below:

Adaptations/Extensions:  

There are several good documentaries about musicians. Of note, No Direction Home, which is a documentary about Bob Dylan, would be a good compliment to the activity after it is completed.  John Prine’s Paradise is another example (song) about words reflecting change.
Resources:  See attached Power Point. Note-There are hyperlinks on some of the artists.
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Rubric Part I and Part II:

Part I:  Three page summary

	Item
	Score 1-5 (5 being best)
	Total

	Participation in class discussion-pre/post
	1     2      3     4      5     
	

	How did the student work during given time?
	1     2      3     4      5
	

	Three page paper, typed, 12 point font, double spaced, sources cited
	1     2      3     4      5
	

	Summary of musician
	1     2      3     4      5
	

	Describe and connect geography to musician
	1     2      3     4      5
	

	Discuss migration 
	1     2      3     4      5
	

	Image of the artist and map connecting geography
	1     2       3    4      5
	

	Presentation to class
	1     2      3     4      5
	

	TOTAL
	
	   /40


Part II:  Visual Display

	Item
	Score 1-5 (5 being best)
	Total

	Participation in class discussion-pre/post
	1     2      3     4      5     
	

	How did the student work during given time?
	1     2      3     4      5
	

	Visual display overall quality
	1     2      3     4      5
	

	One page summary with sources cited
	1     2      3     4      5
	

	Visual connects geography to musician
	1     2      3     4      5
	

	Migration is displayed
	1     2      3     4      5
	

	Image of the artist and map connecting geography
	1     2       3    4      5
	

	Presentation to class
	1     2      3     4      5
	

	TOTAL
	
	   /40


