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TITLE:  Madam C.J. Walker
AUTHOR:  A’Lelia Perry Bundles

AUTHOR INFORMATION:  A’lelia Perry Bundles is Madam C.J. Walker’s great-great granddaughter.  ABC New’s “World News Tonight” in Washington currently employs her as a producer.  Her education was attained from Harvard University and Radcliffe College, and, a Masters from Columbia University’s Graduate School in Journalism.  Ms. Bundles lives in Alexandria, Virginia.  She enjoys giving speeches about Madam Walker.

PUBLISHING  INFORMATION: ISBN #0791002519; Chelsea House Publishers, New York and Philadelphia, 1991
THEME:  As Coretta Scott King stated on achievement in the introductory essay at the beginning of the book, “We are still struggling with racism and prejudice.  But the great  men and women in this series are a tribute to the spirit of our democratic ideals and the system in which they have flourished.  And that makes their stories so special and worth knowing.” 

NUMBER OF PAGES:  Pages 7-107   I chose Chapter 3 and Chapter 6 for my lesson plans.

TARGET AUDIENCE:  The book is written for a young adult audience.  There are other versions written about Madam Walker.  This book could be used for the middle school and high school classroom.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION:  This book follows Madam Walker from her birth as Sarah Breedlove on December 23, 1867 to Madam C. J. Walker’s death on May 25, 1919.  Madam Walker was the first woman, black millionaire in America.  She was born a daughter of former slaves.  She was orphaned at seven, married at fourteen, and widowed at twenty.  She had one daughter A’lelia.  She was a laundress for twenty years, always trying to improve lifestyle and housing.

In 1905, she invented a new hair care preparation she would sell door to door.  It was later called Madam C. J. Walker’s Wonderful Hair Grower.  This preparation became a success and she added cosmetics to the line and, then, formed a corporation.  Madam Walker employed many women in her company.  

Her interest in politics and her devoted quest to showcase her company to all people made her a success.  This made her a well-known figure in both the gender and race aspects of society.  The book shows “how” she pursued equality in the business world. 

MAJOR POINTS:  The book shows the constant struggle Madam Walker faced thoughout her life.  As Madam Walker said to her agents who sold her products, “Beautiful hair, face and body does not make a beautiful woman.  It comes from the soul, mind, and character of a woman.”                                                                                                                                                                       

he chapter’s I chose for my classroom lesson plans highlighted outstanding quotes from Madam Walker.  When she bought the ground in Indianapolis, IN, she said, “I want a factory built on my own ground”.   Also in Chapter 6 she said, “Don’t sit down and wait for the opportunities to come to you … Get up and make them!”  She was involved with every opportunity in recruiting a person or organization to improve her company, race, and gender.

YOUR OPINION:  I really enjoyed the book!  It was great to learn about some history right here in Indianapolis, IN.  I wasn’t that familiar with some of these landmarks in my past education.  It fits in with Black History month and my geographical studies of Indianapolis. 

IDEAS FOR USE IN THE CLASSROOM:  I would use this book to demonstrate diversity.  The book could be used in history, geography, sociology and, always, literature.  This biography should inspire all women to proceed as in the 2008 saying “cracking of that glass ceiling”.

