Child Soldiers in Post-Colonial Africa
TITLE:  A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier by Ishmael Beah
By:  Timothy P. Gavin; January 7, 2008


Penn High School, 56100 Bittersweet Road


Mishawaka, IN  46545

Classroom sessions/estimated time:  15 – 20 minutes per day for 2 ½ months.

Grade Level(s):  9 – 12 

Purpose:  Examine the impact of war as seen through the eyes of a former child soldier, combine it with information learned in class and personal experiences to form an opinion and express it in a brief written opinion paper.

National Geography Standards addressed:

4. The physical and human characteristics of places.
6.   How culture and experience influence people’s perceptions of places and regions.

12.  The processes, patterns, and functions of human settlement.

13.  How the forces of cooperation and conflict among people influence the division and control of Earth’s 


      surface.

15. How physical systems affect human systems.

16. The changes that occur in the meaning, use, distribution, and importance of resources.

17. How to apply geography to interpret the past.

Indiana (Social Studies) Academic Standards addressed:

Geography and History of the World:


7.1 – Recognize that conflict and cooperation among groups of people occur for a variety of reasons


7.2 – Analyze the physical and human factors involved in conflicts and violence related to nationalist, racial, 

ethnic, religious, economic, and/or resource issues in various parts of the world, over time. Assess the human 

and physical environmental consequences of the conflicts identified for study.

3.3 – Analyze the changes in population characteristics and physical and human environments that resulted 

from the migration of peoples within, between, and among world regions.

4.5 – Analyze and assess ways that colonialism and imperialism have persisted and continue to evolve in the 

contemporary world.


8.3 – Detect how the physical and human environments have been altered in selected countries due to trade, 

commerce, and industrialization. Propose strategies for controlling the impact of these forces on the 

environments affected.
Objectives:  Upon completion of this lesson, students will be able to:

1.  examine the human impact of war on a personal level,

2.  examine the post-colonial environment in Africa, and

3.  analyze cultural, economic and military decisions in underdeveloped countries.
Materials Required:


Teacher Materials AND Purpose of the Materials



a.  A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier, by Ishmael Beah; Book:  ISBN: 0374105235 


Lesson requires a copy of the book as well as a copy of the Audio Book.  The audio book is read by the author.  His voice adds an intangible quality to the story.  If money is available, then students could use a copy of the book when it is available as a paperback.


     Website www.alongwaygone.com – teachers may use this website for additional information as 


     desired.


b.  United Nations Website:  Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary General for Children 


     and Armed Conflict – general background information and currently contains a brief (approx 7 


     minute) video narrated by the author of this book discussing the use of children in armed conflict.  


     http://www.un.org/children/conflict/english/index.html
c. Computer with CD/DVD player, sound system and video projector used to play the book and UN 
       video.  Minimum requirement is a CD player to listen to the book.
Procedures:  See attached student handout.
Questions:  

What is the legacy of colonialism?


How can Africans develop their economies?



What are the major pros and cons of economic development?



How could economic development help the people of Africa?



What are some safeguards that could protect the average African?


How can the Rest of the world assist African development?


What is the role of the USA?



What is the role of the European Union?



What is the role of the United Nations?

Assessment:  Students will write a brief opinion paper or letter to the editor of a local news organization, congressional representative, President of the USA or other organization.
Adaptations/Extensions:  This lesson may be integrated into or adapted by world civilization, history, government, economics, English, fine arts, or other disciplines.

Resources:  Additional support materials include popular movies such as Blood Diamonds, research projects that examine ethnic conflicts worldwide, maps, charts and graphs, as desired.
