“Left to Tell – Personal Stories of Genocide in Rwanda”
By: 
Jessica Niksch, July 2008

La Porte High School; La Porte, Indiana

Estimated Time: Varies depending on length of period and personal time constraints

Grade Levels: 9-12

Purpose: to explore first hand accounts of the Tutsi genocide in Rwanda in 1994

National Geography Standards Addressed: 

13.  How forces of cooperation and conflict among people influence the division and control of Earth's surface.

National History Standards Addressed: 

1. How post-World War II reconstruction occurred, new international power relations took shape, and colonial empires broke up.
2. The search for community, stability, and peace in an interdependent world.
Indiana Academic Standards Addressed:

Geography and History of the World
Standard 7: Conflict and Cooperation - Students will explore the physical and human geographic factors affecting the origins and the local, regional and supranational* consequences of conflict and cooperation between and among groups of people.

Objectives: Upon completion of this lesson, students should be able to 
1. identify the origins of conflict between the Hutu and Tutsi ethnic groups of Rwanda, 
2. explain why the Hutu acted as they did, 

3. describe the experiences of both the killers and their victims, and 
4. propose some solutions to the problem of these groups still living together.

Materials Required: First hand accounts of the Rwandan Holocaust

Procedures:

1. Begin lesson by asking anyone if they know what Hutu and Tutsi are and ask them to explain the differences.

2. Discuss the two groups and their origins in detail.
3. Ask students who colonized Rwanda after World War I. Go on to explain how the Belgians colonized the country and created divisions between the two groups.

4. Continue to discuss the history of Rwanda, making sure to explain how the Hutu came to power and the resulting actions against the Tutsi prior to 1994.
5. Explain how Rwanda’s Hutu president was killed and how the call for ethnic cleansing came about.

6. With that background information, have students divide into small groups of 3-4 students. Give each group a book or other writing about the holocaust. Students are to read the book together to learn about the actual events that took place within the country and how they affected the people involved.
7. The small groups will create a banner, Power Point, poster, or other mechanism to display their findings.  Included in the display should be timelines/dates, maps/locations, cultural diversity, lifestyles, at a minimum.  This visual will aid the groups in sharing the information from their books.
8. Students should note passages that they would like to share with the rest of the class, also.
9. When students have completed their readings, reassemble the class and have the students discuss what they have read.

Assessment: When all readings have been discussed, students will compose a reaction paper in which they express their thoughts and feelings about what they have read and discussed.

Adaptations/Extensions:

1. The reading can be done all period for several days, or a little bit a day over the course of a unit.
2. A viewing of the movie Hotel Rwanda might be scheduled as a closing activity, with permission from 
parents/guardians.
3. Letters to survivors might also be written.
4. Invite a refugee to visit the class to share their journey and perspectives and hopes.
Resources:
Left to Tell – Personal Stories of Genocide in Rwanda
By: Imaculee Ilibagiza

Witness to Genocide: The Children of Rwanda

 By: Hilary Rodham Clinton (foreward) and Richard A. Salem (editor)
A Time for Machetes :The Rwandan Genocide- The Killers Speak



By: Jean Hatzfield


Into the Quick of Life: The Rwandan Genocide – The Survivors Speak



By: Jean Hatzfield



We Wish to Inform You that Tomorrow We Will be Killed With Our Families



By: Philip Gourevitch



An Ordinary Man: An Autobiography



By: Paul Rusesabagina

