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By Jessica Niksch, La Porte High School; La Porte, IN; 2008
Title:
Left to Tell: Discovering God Amidst the Rwandan Holocaust
Author:   Imaculee Ilibagiza
Author Information:   Imaculee is a Tutsi survivor of the Rwandan genocide of the mid 1990s. 
Publishing Information:   ISBN 10# 1401908969;  Hay House, Carlsbad California
Theme:   Discovering God amidst the Rwandan holocaust
Number of Pages:   210
Target Audience:   Adult readers and Christians interested in personal accounts of survival and faith
Brief Description:   This book tells Imaculee’s personal story of loss and survival during the Tutsi genocide in Rwanda in 1994. She describes the horrors of losing her family, hiding from the Interhamwe, and how she survived 3 months locked in a tiny bathroom with 7 other women.
Major Points:   In 1994 the death of Rwanda’s Hutu president set off a three month slaughter resulting in the deaths of nearly one million ethnic Tutsi. Hutu extremists stopped at nothing to kill all Tutsis. Many were hacked to pieces with machetes…men, women, and children. No one was spared. The author, Imaculee Ilibagiza was fortunate enough to find refuge in the house of a moderate Hutu pastor. She and seven other women were kept in hiding for three months. Imaculee recounts that experience in her writing.

Your Opinion:   I thought that this book was absolutely amazing! I sat and read it in one night because I just couldn’t put it down. Ilibagiza’s writing was very frank and vivid. I could hear the Interhamwe calling for her. I could feel her terror. This is an amazing story of strength and faith that shows how even in the darkest of times, good can prevail.
Ideas for use in the Classroom:   Because this book is very faith based, only excerpts are suitable in the public (and some private) classroom. There are plenty of descriptions of the Interhamwe’s actions and the experiences of ethnic Tutsi that are not interlaced with Imaculee’s declarations of faith. Those excerpts can be used to paint the picture of the effects of colonialism in Africa.
