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My high school friends in New York City have begun to suspect I haven’t told them the full story of my life.

“Why did you leave Sierra Leone?”

“Because there is a war.”

“Did you witness some of the fighting?”

“Everyone in the country did.”

“You mean you saw people running around with guns and shooting each other?”

“Yes, all the time.”

“Cool.”

I smile a little.

“You should tell us about it sometime.”

“Yes, sometime.”






Ishmael Beah from A Long Way Gone
Purpose:  Examine the impact of war as seen through the eyes of a former child soldier, combine it with information learned in class and your own experiences to form an opinion and express it in a brief written opinion paper.

This is a long term lesson.  We will spend about 15-20 minutes at the beginning of each class period for the next few months listening to the audio book by Ishmael Beah entitled, A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier.  While you are listening each day, I expect you to take notes on the story and then spend 5-10 minutes summarizing your thoughts.  I expect you to date each entry and keep your notes and summaries in the folder that you receive today.  That folder will remain in the classroom.  If you hear something interesting and want to find additional information outside of the classroom, I encourage you to do so and bring a summary of that information, along with source documentation, to place in your folder.  If you are absent, you need to meet with me to discuss options available for making up the missing information.  Once we have finished listening to the book, and have studied Africa and its issues in class, you will use your folder to review your thoughts and write a one-page opinion paper of what you have learned during this assignment.  While I expect you to back up your opinion with facts, you must form and describe your own opinion.  

I think that this book will give you a better view of other people’s experiences that may be similar in some ways, but very different in others.  These issues are real and impact all of our lives, even if they seem far away.  In every age, we are affected by our history and the histories of those in other parts of the world.  It is through the study of those stories that we are better able to make everyday decisions.  Below is a listing of some additional sources.  I will continue to add to this list as we work through this lesson.


A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier, by Ishmael Beah 



ISBN: 0374105235 or 



Website www.alongwaygone.com

United Nations Website:  Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary General for Children and 

Armed Conflict



http://www.un.org/children/conflict/english/index.html
