December 14, 2007

Penn High School





56100 Bittersweet Road

Mishawaka, IN  46545

Dear Parent or Guardian:

Beginning in January, we will begin to intensify our study of cultures and issues around the world.  As part of examining these issues, I plan to use an audio book by Ishmael Beah entitled, A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier.  Listening will take place daily for the first 15-20 minutes of class during the months of January and February.  I believe this book is valuable in that the author tells of his experiences as a soldier in Sierra Leone’s civil war, fought to gain possession of that nation’s diamond mines.  This particular war illustrates the effects of colonialism in specific detail, and because this soldier served between the ages of 13 and 15, about the age of your child, his story should provide a unique perspective.  Additionally, the using this book in an audio format is valuable because the author reads the text himself, lending a distinctive quality to the story.  I encourage you to examine this book if you have the opportunity.  Please refer to the reverse page for information.

Because this is an audio book, not a video, it is not rated for content.  However, this is a soldier’s story and contains frank discussions of graphic violence and adult situations using adult language.  Please sign the permission slip to indicate whether or not you want your child to listen to this audio.  An alternative lesson may be substituted if you do not wish your child to listen to this book.  Your child’s grade will not be affected if you elect for him/ her not to listen.  


________________________________ (Student)


____ I give permission for my child to listen to this audio book.


____ I do not give permission for my child to listen to this audio book.  (Your child will 

         be assigned to the IMC or a Study Hall during the time of listening).


________________________________  (Parent/Guardian)  ______________  (Date)

Sincerely,

Timothy P. Gavin

Teacher, Geography & History of the World
Book Information:  Easy to find at local bookstores, some coffee shops or online.  


A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier, by Ishmael Beah 



ISBN: 0374105235 or 


Website www.alongwaygone.com
United Nations Website:  Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary General for Children and Armed Conflict


http://www.un.org/children/conflict/english/index.html

This website includes a short video (approximately 7 minutes long) about child soldiers.

