Book Review Guidelines
Geography and History of the World

By Scott Mikel, Northwood High School; Goshen, IN; 2008
Title:  The Kite Runner
Author:  Khaled Hosseini
Author Information:  Khaled was born in Kabul, Afghanistan.  He was the son of a diplomat who moved to the United States in 1980.  He currently lives in southern California.
Publishing Information:  Riverhead Books, Penguin Group, 375 Hudson Street, New York NY 10014.  ISBN 10 #1594480001.
Theme:  A young boy’s life from the end of the monarchy in Afghanistan to life in the United States of America.  Along the way, old secrets and rivalries are dealt managed.
Number of Pages:  324
Target Audience:  older teens to adults
Brief Description:  In the first part of the book, the main character tells of a great life in his homeland.  Later, a secret he has causes a split of family and friends.  He and his father escape Afghanistan to the United States.  He graduates high school and college, and marries.  When a family friend from the homeland calls for the main character to come to Pakistan, the old secret opens up to provide truth and healing.  The main character risks his life to restore his rediscovered found family and to honor his friend and brother.
Major Points:  The story tells describes the way that Afghanistan was and describes how the Taliban took over and destroyed the country.  The book also shows how a group of immigrants develop a sub-society in a new country.
Your Opinion:  Some parts of the book are very graphic and may require parental permission for students to utilize the book.  Some parts are good for my class.  The book could definitely be used as a supplement.
Ideas for use in the Classroom:  The book is ideal for demonstrating how the Taliban brought problems to Afghanistan from the author’s perspective.  And the book is ideal for demonstrating how immigrants adapt and create new lives in new countries.
