Book Review

Geography and History of the World

By Debra DeLion, Lafayette High School; Lafayette, IN; 2008
Title:  John Colter:  His Years In The Rockies
Author:  Burton Harris
Author Information:  Born in Basin, Wyoming.  I could not find any other information on this author.  This might become a student project!
Publishing Information:  ISBN #0803272642; New York:  Scribner, 1952.
Theme:  Biography of John Colter, the first reported white man to discover the land which became Yellowstone National Park. 
Number of Pages:  175 pages
Target Audience:  high school - adult
Brief Description:   This book is about a hunter and fur trader, John Colter.  He was a hunter with the Lewis and Clark expedition first.  He, then, went out on his own to trap and wandered (so they say) into northwestern Wyoming and encountered the lands now known as Yellowstone National Park.
Major Points:  The Blackfoot Indian tribe was a major influence in Colter's travels – and travails!  The importance of the fur trading companies and the trappers directly impacted the movement west and the settling of this land.  Also, Lewis and Clark, and the U.S. military provided opportunities for John Colter to discover uncharted land.  This biography was well-written and well-documented.
Your Opinion:  I enjoyed this book.  It does get wordy, at times, and may distract the reader.
Ideas for use in the Classroom:
 1.   I try to keep a variety of books in my classroom for students to check out.  This is a biography, so any student interested in further research might enjoy it.  I think it might be fun, and school can still be fun, to map the travels of Colter.  
2.  Research and write a 1-2 page report on the author, Burton Harris, who was also an interesting person.






