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Conflict Where Three Continents Meet

By:  Hilary Steinhardt; July, 2007
“The struggle between the Israelis and the Palestinians is one of the most enduring and explosive of all the world's conflicts.  It has its roots in the historic claim to the land which lies between the eastern shores of the Mediterranean Sea and the Jordan River.  For the Palestinians the last 100 years have brought colonization, expulsion and military occupation, followed by a long and difficult search for self-determination and for coexistence with the nation they hold responsible for their suffering and loss.  For the Jewish people of Israel, the return to the land of their forefathers after centuries of persecution around the world has not brought peace or security. They have faced many crises as their neighbors have sought to wipe their country off the map.”

BBC News  www.bbc.co.uk/
For the “Geography & History of the World” high school course:  This is a sub-unit (approximately 2-weeks time) that would be part of a much larger “Middle East and Northern Africa” unit, which would take several weeks to complete.

The overall goal of this mini-unit is to help students gain a better understanding of the conflict between the Israelis and the Palestinians.  To accomplish this, they must first look at the formation of this “land” and understand the two religions that deeply separate these people; explore the world events that influenced the major changes in this area over time; and then begin to investigate the “peace process” and formulate their own “plan” for bringing peace to a land dominated by violence for centuries.  Along the way, students will also gain knowledge of the geography of this land (cultures, countries, cities, water bodies, topography, climate, etc.), as well as the history and economics.

Structure of the Unit:

Mapping Assignment & Quiz (Quiz not included)
Vocabulary Requirements
Students will be given a mapping assignment and vocabulary requirements sheet with specific due dates.  These assignments will be completed as the unit progresses and serve as study guides for the map quiz and unit exam.

Religious Divisions Lesson (2 to 3 class periods)

Religion Comparisons Activity

Religions Slide Activity

Roots of Conflict Lesson (3 class periods)

Timeline of Conflict
Key Events Timeline Activity

Personal Account Essay Assignment

Fatah vs Hamas Lesson (2 class periods)

Fatah vs Hamas Research Activity

A Proposal for Peace Lesson (3 to 6 class periods)

Unit Exam (Exam not included)
National Geography Standards addressed:  

The World in Spatial Terms:
1. How to use maps and other geographic representations, tools, and technologies to acquire, process, and report information from a spatial perspective.

Places and Regions:

6. How culture and experience influence people’s perceptions of places and regions.

Human Systems:
13. How the forces of cooperation and conflict among people influence the division and control of Earth’s surface.

Environment and Society:
16. The changes that occur in the meaning, use, distribution, and importance of resources.

The Uses of Geography:

17. How to apply geography to interpret the present and plan for the future.

Indiana Social Studies Academic Indicators addressed:
Some standards are covered by extensions to the lesson or suggested additional research/discussion.

· GHW.2.1:  Map the spread over time of world religions from their points of origin and identify those that exhibit a high degree of local and/or international concentration. (Origins, Change Over Time, Diffusion, Spatial Organization, Spatial Distribution)

· GHW.2.2:  Differentiate among selected countries in terms of how their identities, cultural and physical environments, and forms of government* are affected by world religions. (Spatial Interaction, Spatial Variation, Change Over Time, Cultural Landscape, National Character, Physical Systems)

· GHW.2.4:  Analyze and assess the rise of fundamentalist movements in all the world’s major religions during contemporary times (1980–present) and describe the relationships between religious fundamentalism* and the secularism* and modernism* associated with the Western tradition. (National Character, Change Over Time, Sense of Place, Cultural Landscapes)
· GHW.3.2:  Identify the push-pull factors* that resulted in the migration of human population over time and detect changes in these factors. (Origins, Change Over Time, Spatial Interaction)

· GHW.3.3:  Analyze the changes in population characteristics and physical and human environments that resulted from the migration of peoples within, between, and among world regions. (Change Over Time, Diffusion, Spatial Interaction, Cultural Landscape, Sense of Place)
· GHW.7.1:  Recognize that conflict and cooperation among groups of people occur for a variety of reasons including nationalist*, racial, ethnic, religious, economic, and resource concerns that generally involve agreements and disagreements related to territory on Earth’s surface. (Spatial Interaction, Spatial Variation, National Character, Human Environment Interactions, Sense of Place)

· GHW.7.2:  Analyze the physical and human factors involved in conflicts and violence related to nationalist, racial, ethnic, religious, economic, and/or resource issues in various parts of the world, over time. Assess the human and physical environmental consequences of the conflicts identified for study. Propose solutions to conflicts that are still ongoing. (Change Over Time, Spatial Interaction, Human Environment Interactions, Sense of Place)
· GHW.10.1:  Differentiate between a state (country) and a nation, specifically focusing on the concepts of territorial control and self-determination* of internal and foreign affairs. Analyze the relationship between nations and the states in which they lie. (National Character, Cultural Landscapes, Sense of Place)

· GHW.10.2:  Analyze the formation of states (countries) in selected regions and identify and appraise the contribution of factors, such as nationalism*, in their formation. (Change Over Time, Physical Systems, Origins, National Character)

· GHW.10.4:  Investigate and assess the impact of imperialistic policies on the formation of new countries in various regions of the world. (Change Over Time, Spatial Organization)
