Into Thin Air
By:  Matthew V. Himmelhaver; July, 2007
        Silver Creek High School; Sellersburg, IN

Estimated Sessions: This is an ongoing assignment that will take place over most of one grading period
Grade Level(s): High Schools-Grades 9-10
Purpose:  To give students a better understanding of eco-tourism and the effects it can have on the environment and on humans.
National Geography Standards addressed:

12 – The processes, patterns, and functions of human settlement.

13 – How the forces of cooperation and conflict among people influence the division and control of Earth’s 

        surface.

14 – How human actions modify the physical environment.

15 – How physical systems affect human systems.
Indiana Social Studies Academic Indicators addressed: 
Geography and History of the World
11.2 - Analyze the ways in which people’s changing view of particular places and regions as recreation and/or 
          tourist destinations reflect cultural changes.
11.3 - Detect and assess the impact of sport and recreation on the human and physical environments in selected 
          countries. 
11.5 - Analyze the impact of tourism on the physical and human environments of selected world regions. Predict 
          the environmental impact of a continued growth in tourism in these regions.
11.6 - Use geographical and historical knowledge and skills to analyze problems related to tourism and to propose 
          solutions related to these problems.
Note: This activity could be tied to numerous other State Standards and Indicators.  It is my purpose to use this activity to address Standard 11 from Geography and History of the World.
Objectives:  Upon completion of this lesson/activity, students will be able to
1. tie the concepts in the book to many of the standards for this class.
Background: Into Thin Air, by Jon Krakauer  (Teacher should read the book first.)

Materials Required:  
· Into Thin Air, by Jon Krakauer – one per student
· Pacing Guide provided by teacher that outlines when certain chapters are to be completed

Procedures:
1. Assign students to read the book Into Thin Air, by Jon Krakauer over several weeks.
2.  Give periodic quizzes based on the pacing guide.  Use pre-selected dates to create the quizzes based upon 

     “what” the students should have read.

3.  Upon completing the book and a final quiz on the book, students will write a book review and will discuss     

     concepts dealing with Standard 11, listed above, in relation to the information obtained from the book – from

     the students’ perspectives.

Assessment:

1. Formal writing assignment at end of book.

2. Short quizzes throughout the course of assignment.

Adaptations/Extensions/Call-Out:  
1. Can be expanded to cover many other State Standards (Economics, Language Arts, World Geography, History).
Resources:
· Into thin Air, by Jon Krakauer; ISBN 0-385-49478-5; can obtain via Amazon.com for $14.95 or less for the paperback version.
· Peak, by Roland Smith; ISBN 0152024174; story about a 14 year-old who climbs Mount Everest.
Sample Pacing Guide:

Week 1:  Map on pages 4-5; Chapters 1-3, pgs. 8-40

Quiz

Week 2:  Chapters 4-6, pgs. 41-88

Week 3:  Chapters 7-9, pgs. 89-135

Quiz

Week 4:  Chapters 10-12, pgs. 136-178

Week 5:  Chapters 13-15, pgs. 179-223 (includes photographs)

Quiz

Week 6:  Chapters 16-19, pgs. 224-268

Week 7:  Chapter 20-Epilogue, pgs. 269 – 301
Quiz

Sample Quiz Questions:

Where is Mount Everest located? (continent, country, mountain range)

Who is telling the story(ies)?

Why is high altitude mountain climbing important to the author?

List six key events that greatly impacted the author.

What elevation ranges (above sea level) do Mount Everest climbers from Base Camp to the summit of Everest?

Which indigenous peoples are noted for their high altitude abilities and help in climbing Everest?

Write a one paragraph (at least eight complete sentences) essay about the feelings of the author after his Everest 


experience.
