Book Review Guidelines

Geography and History of the World

By Denise Corbin, Madison High School; North Vernon, IN; 2008

Title: The Great Depression

Author: various

Author Information: The book uses many different authors from the time frame.  It uses traditional writings, government documents, photos and cartoons.

Publishing Information: Next, an imprint of McDougall Littell, a Houghton Mifflin Company, 2000

Theme: Before, during, and after: major events of people and the country during the era known as the Great Depression.

Number of Pages: 204

Target Audience: High School students and adult readers

Brief Description: Short articles written during the great depression era by people going through the great depression and working through the great depression.  The book provides a better understanding of the time period, of its impact on individuals, and of future hopes and dreams of those living through the time. Cartoons and photos are also used to reinforce the learning.

Major Points: Stories about the lives of ordinary people provide a serious look into the Great Depression.  A few government documents are referenced, which add to the authenticity.  Cartoons and pictures are placed to grab the students attention and to add another historical resource from the era.  A strong sense of empathy by the reader for those affected is one benefit from reading the book.

Your Opinion: I thought that the book was a great short book that could be divided into sections in order to teach different lessons.

Ideas for use in the Classroom: 

· Teaching the history of the great depression.

· Use of cartoons and photos to convey personal and political pivotal points of history.

