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By Toni Roberson Griesser, Decatur Central Township, Ivy Tech; Brownsburg, IN

Title: World Regional Geography: Global Patterns, Local Lives (without subregions), Third Edition

Author: Lydia Mihelic Pulsipher and Alex Pulsipher

Author Information: Lydia Pulsipher is a cultural-historical geographer.  She studies landscapes of ordinary people.  The Smithsonian Museum of Natural History in Washington D.C. has many of her geography related exhibits.  Since 1980, she has taught cultural, gender and Mesoamerican Geography at the University of Tennessee at Knoxville.  She has provided many students an opportunity for fieldwork abroad. Her B.A. is from MacAllester College and M.A. from Tulane University.  She received her Ph.D. form Southern Illinois University.

      Alex Pulsipher, her husband, is a Ph.D. candidate at Clark University.  He is studying urban development and sustainability in the United States.  His undergraduate thesis, via Wesleyan University, addresses the history of Hindu nationalism.  He designed most of the first and second editions.  They were assisted by colleagues Conrad  “Mac” Goodwin and Holly M. Hapke

Publishing Information:  ISBN #0-7167-8522-6;  W. H. Freeman and Company, New York, 2006

Theme: Globalization and its impact on ever-changing societies today is the major theme for the book:  global forces and how they impact individual lives or the “global-to-local” perspective, which have made interregional connections throughout the world.

Number of Pages:  Pages 1 to 422    I specifically connected with Chapter 9, East Asia, to gather cultural information for my Lesson Plans.  I have read the entire book for other information.  Chapter 9 (pgs. 348 – 384)

Target Audience: This book is mostly targeted for the college level in geography-history information.  It is not too complicated in terms of writing and content (fairly easy to read), and materials are presented well enough for the average high school student.

Brief Description: This book contains an abundant amount of information about each country.  It also has stories about specific towns and people(s) and stories that enhance the historical and geographical background.  The book is pleasant to read and has a wealth of information on each subject.  I use the book as reference materials for myself and for my students.

Major Points:  In Chapter 9, East Asia, Human Patterns over Time, one section includes historical comments stated that  Japan’s imperial ambitions ended with WWII (1941-1945).  The U.S. military occupied Japan and imposed reforms for a democratic constitution.  At the end of WWII, the country consisted of “one hundred million people in a state of trauma.”   

     In another modern look at Tokyo, a Geographer from Temple University, said “ Tokyo is one of the most interesting and exciting places in the world, with aspects reflecting the many deep traditions of Japan and others that are truly global and leading-edge.”  Understanding Japan historically can explain their productivity and industry today. For example, the innovation of spotting defects in manufacturing quickly, solving problems efficiently, producing locally and globally, and getting the final product on its way – thus, meeting demands.  

      The book has many interesting facts, superior maps, and pictures which portray the global world very logically.  

Your Opinion:  I really enjoy the book and would recommend it highly.  Even if it not used as a text book, it has very interesting reading as a history book.  The pictures and maps are so interesting and explain what is being written in another way.

Ideas for Use in the Classroom:  I would use it for interesting supplemental material.  The book was given to me from a college last year, and I have used it many times.  Little excerpts can be used to explain supplemental  material.  A great reference book!

