“Focus On Germany”

By:  Joe Milharcic;  7/7/07

        Bishop Chatard High School; Indianapolis, IN

Estimated Sessions: 2 class periods (50 minutes per class)

Grade Levels: 9-10

Purpose: To describe Germany’s culture with an emphasis on German unification.

National Geography Standards: 

4 – The physical and human characteristics of places. 

13 – How the forces of cooperation and conflict among people influence the division and control of Earth’s 

        surface.

Indiana Social Studies Academic Standards: 

Geography and History of the World

3.3 – Analyze the changes in population characteristics and physical and human environments that resulted from 
        the migration of peoples within, between, and among world regions.
7.1 - Recognize that conflict and cooperation among groups of people occur for a variety of reasons including 
        nationalist*, racial, ethnic, religious, economic, and resource concerns that generally involve agreements and 
        disagreements related to territory on Earth’s surface.  

Objectives: Students will 

1. identify key events in Germany’s history, 

2. describe features of German culture, and 

3. evaluate issues faced by Germany, specifically, German reunification.

Background:  I am very big on the KWL instruction method. I like to organize my lesson plans around they KNOW, what they/I WANT to know, and what they LEARNED.
Materials: 

· Holt book- “World Geography Today”- Chapter 15, Section 1 (or other appropriate source addressing Germany’s recent history and unification issues)

· Computer lab with Internet access

Procedure: The goal is to meet the needs of the indicators above by utilizing Germany as an example.
Day 1

1. Class Discussion (~10 minutes) - lead a class discussion over following scenario: “Imagine that the American Civil War had resulted in creation of 2 separate countries. Imagine that the 2 Americas were separated for 40 years before they were reunited. What are some problems that the country might face after reunification?” After discussion, tell students Germany is going through this, and Germany will be the focus for the next few days.

2. Discussion/Lecture (15-20 minutes) - Chapter 15, Section 1 material over Germany - can do as overhead notes or as Power Point - make sure  to engage students with questions, their opinions, etc.- don’t talk to them the whole segment! 

3. Partner Activity (~20 minutes) - Organize students into partner groups. Have each group create a list of German culture traits on a piece of paper - allow them about 10 minutes. For each trait, have group tell whether trait would unify or divide Germany. Discuss as class after partner groups are finished. Put student responses on board as a web or bubble format or as 2 columns with one column labeled “trait” and the other column labeled “unify or divide”.

4. Assessment: Based on class information, have students create a timeline of major events of German history. They can create the timeline however they wish, but the timeline must include at least 6 significant events- each event must have a specific time/date plus a description of the major event(s) of that specific time.

Day 2- Library or computer/Internet access of some sort

1. Class Discussion (~ 5-10 minutes) - lead a class discussion for review on division and reunification of Germany based on Chapter 15, Section 1 material - ask students questions, have them recap for you, etc. Tell them they will be doing a paper looking at the reunification of Germany

2. Explain assignment (~5 minutes) and allow students research time: The paper will address the following question - Has the German reunification process been a success or failure?

Student Guideline for German Reunification Paper

· Specifics: 

3 paragraphs only, 1 page only- do what you need to do to make it fit on 1 page!

Single spaced

Times New Roman: 12 font!
No pronouns

· 1 Page Format:

Name

Title

Class

Period

· Paragraph Descriptions:

Paragraph 1: 5-10 sentences

Background information on German reunification efforts- give me good enough information so I can know just as much as you do!

Paragraph 2: 5-10 sentences

Describe the shortcomings/faults of the position you DID NOT take. DON’T ATTACK THE OTHER SIDE! - be nice!

(Example: if you think it has been a success, then talk about the failures)

Paragraph 3: 5-10 sentences

Persuade me of your position viewpoint- make me think that your “side” is the right viewpoint to have. MAKE SURE YOU SUPPORT your view with facts, etc.!!!

** Teacher determines due date for paper**

