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Brief Description: A historical fiction novel, Forgotten Fire is based on the experiences of the author, Adam Bagdasarian’s great-uncle during the Armenian Holocaust. Bagdasarian covers the years 1915-1918 when a boy from a wealthy, well-respected family from Bitlis, Turkey has everything taken away just because he is Armenian. Readers experience the events of the genocide through the eyes of this twelve year old boy, following him through his courageous, enduring journey. Told in the first person, the Armenian genocide forms the back drop of Bagdasarian's story of a young boy struggling to survive. 
Major Points: In 1915 a young boy named Vahan Kenderian is living a life of privilege as the youngest son of a wealthy Armenian family in Turkey. Vahan's father is a lawyer and a respected citizen with friends in the government, but not even these connections can save him or his family when the cleansing begins. Eventually, his safe world is destroyed. Vahan loses his home and ultimately most of his family, being forced to live a life he would never have dreamed of in order to survive. Somehow Vahan’s strength and spirit help him go on, even with the thought of knowing that each day could be his last. 
Vahan is forced to watch as his father is arrested and taken away, never to return. An uncle is later arrested and then released. Therefore, he decides to escape from the region. The police again come to Vahan's home, in search of this uncle. Not finding him, they execute Vahan's two older brothers in the back garden, while the rest of the family is taken into custody.

After being captured, his family has to endure many things. Vahan’s grandmother is viciously killed while on a forced march, and Vahan's sister kills herself with poison rather than being raped by the Turkish soldiers. Finally Vahan and his brother Sisak manage to escape, leaving their mother and surviving sister behind. Separated during the escape, the two brothers are reunited as Sisak is near death. Eventually Sisak dies of his illness. 

For the next few years and now on his own, Vahan remains on the run from the Turks. He uses many methods to survive, such as disguising himself as a girl, as a deaf mute, or as a beggar. Ironically, Vahan's life is saved by a former friend of his father, a powerful man who is also one of the masterminds of the holocaust. Hired as a stable boy for this powerful man, the Turkish governor, Vahan meets and falls for a young Armenian girl who dies in childbirth. In the end, he makes his way to Constantinople, where he is taken in by an orphanage for Armenians. Eventually, he is reunited with his one surviving family member, an older sister named. Unfortunately, he can never leave behind the sadness of what happened to his family and his people. 
Your Opinion: This compelling book is one that is very hard to forget. Readers are immediately drawn to the story and Vahan’s will to survive his journey to become the man his father wanted him to be. The relentless series of tragic and violent events is almost unbearable, yet Vahan always perseveres. The author does an excellent job of telling the story of his great uncle through the main character. Readers are comforted when Vahan’s resiliency pays off; he survives, and eventually finds his only living relative. The only downside is that the book fails to provide suitable historical background. For example, the book lacks a proper description of why the Turks targeted the Armenians.  Other than that, the author does an excellent job of blending the horrific events of the genocide with real life struggles. It would be an excellent book to use for a high school world history or geography and history of the world course. 
Ideas for use in the Classroom: This book would be a great way to end a mini unit on conflict. After a thorough introduction to the genocide and other genocides in history, you could have students read the book to experience the genocide from a real life perspective. It would also be a good way to spark discussion and then move into a mini unit on cooperation and why we have organizations like the UN. 
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