Explorer Resumé and Exploration through the Years
By:  Laura Phillips; Greenfield-Central High School
        Greenfield, IN; 7/08/08
Classroom sessions/estimated time: Two 90 minute class periods 
Grade Levels: Geography and History of the World (grades 9-10)
Purpose:  To take a comprehensive look at explorers from different places across the world and during different time periods, while also analyzing exploration throughout the years. 

National Geography Standards addressed:  
1.  How to use maps and other geographic representations, tools, and technologies to acquire, process, and 

report information.
13.  How forces of cooperation and conflict among people influence the division and control of Earth's surface
17. How to apply geography to interpret the past.

National History Standards addressed:
Era 4: Expanding Zones of  Exchange and Encounter,300-1000 CE 
Standard 4 - The search for political, social, and cultural redefinition in Europe, 500-1000 CE 
Standard 2 - The redefining of European society and culture, 1000-1300 CE
Indiana Academic Standards addressed: 
GHW 4.1: Explain the causes and conditions of worldwide voyages of exploration, discovery, and conquest. Identify the countries involved. Provide examples of how people modified their view of world regions as a consequence of these voyages.
4.3: Identify and compare the main causes, players, and events of imperialism during different time periods. Use a series of political maps to examine the global extent of imperialism.
4.5: Analyze and assess ways that colonialism and imperialism have persisted and continue to evolve in the contemporary world
Objectives:  Upon completion of this activity, students will be able to
· describe in an oral definition the reasons for exploration,
· identify on a map the origin, time period, and routes of different explorers,
· analyze using the map different time periods of exploration,
· comprehend by answering questions the reasons people explore and why they explored where they did, and
· summarize in a resume the achievements and history of an assigned explorer.
Background:  A background of exploration is necessary (see Exploration Power Point), along with a background of different explorers and their accomplishments (see resources)
Materials Required:

· Exploration Power Point for background knowledge, could be used to introduce resume project
· Explorers List for students to sign up for their explorers
· Explorer Resume Rubric to give directions on the assignment
· Computer Lab to research for resume
· Blank World Map for presentation part of resume
· Questions about World Map for ending discussion
Procedures: 

Day 1 

· Start class with writing prompt “Who are some famous explorers in history. What did they accomplish?”
· While students are writing, pass around the Explorer List and have each student sign up to research an explorer (only one name per explorer).
· Discuss writing prompt.
· Introduce Explorer Resumé activity.
· Go to computer lab to conduct research and develop the resumé. 
· HW: Finish explorer resumé. 

Day 2
· Start with writing prompt “Why do people explore?”
· While students are writing, go around and make sure all students have their resumés. 
· Discuss writing prompt.
· Give students time to put the finishing touches on their resumés.

· On the chalkboard will be a large, blank world map. 

· While students putting finishing touches on their resumés, have them go up to the chalkboard by row.

· Have each student draw the route that their explorer took. They must draw and label where their explorer was from/began their journey, where they went and what time period they explored.  OR students may utilize a world map with yarn, stickies, or other visual.
· Once students are done drawing, students go back to their desks and continue with what they were working on. 
· Once everyone is done mapping their explorer, students will be required to share their resumé with the class.
· Each student will come to the front of the class, individually and read their resumé, using the map to show the rest of the class the origin, time period, and route (s) of their explorer. 
· Once all students have read their resumés, the class will end with a discussion analyzing the map. 
· Give each student time to write down the following questions and answers before the discussion takes place. Students will push their desks together and work with the person next to them to answer the questions. 
· Questions for analyzing: 

· Where do a majority of the explorers come from? Why?

· What do you notice about the routes explorers took?

· Why do you think explorers travelled to the places they did? 
· What places seem like the most popular destinations for explorers? Why do you think this is? 

· How can we see effects of exploration still today (use the map to help you)
· Analyze the different time periods. For each time period answer this question: What seemed to be a popular destination during this time? What countries were most keen on exploring during this time? What were the primary goals of exploration during this time?

· Finish class with the discussion of the map and at the end of class, have students turn in their resumés and the written answers to the questions. 

Questions:  
· Who are some famous explorers in history? What did they accomplish?

· Why do people explore?

· Where do a majority of the explorers come from? Why?

· What do you notice about the routes explorers took?

· Why do you think explorers travelled to the places they did?
· What places seem like the most popular destinations for explorers? Why do you think this is?
· How can we see effects of exploration still today (use the map to help you)

· Analyze the different time periods. For each time period answer this question: What seemed to be a popular destination during this time? What countries were most keen on exploring during this time? What were the primary goals of exploration during this time?

Assessment: 
· Discussion questions will be answered on a piece of paper by each student and handed in for a grade

· The Explorer Resumé
Adaptations/Extensions:  
· Each student could research the language of the explorers and learn that language. After knowing some key words in their explorer’s language, they could use this knowledge and compare the language they speak to the language spoken where they explored. This could spark a critical analysis of language barriers and how that could have had an impact on what they were able to accomplish and how they were able to communicate with natives.
· Economics classes could take a look at what each country’s economy gained from their explorer’s accomplishments and how it had an effect on their economy.
Resources:  
· “The Mariner’s Museum: Exploration through the Ages”:



 http://www.mariner.org/exploration/index.php
· “Explorers”: http://www.mce.k12tn.net/explorers/explorers.htm
· “Explorers A-Z” http://www.multcolib.org/homework/alphaexp.html 

