Expansion of the United States
By: Ryan Swearingen; July, 2007
       Clay City High School; Clay City, IN
Estimated Sessions:  One day

Grade Level:  High School, World History and Civilizations/Geography and History of the World
Purpose:  Students will visually see how the United States and their infrastructure expanded.
National Geography Standards addressed:  

12:  The processes, patterns, and functions of human settlement.

Indiana Social Studies Academic Indicators addressed:

World History and Civilizations
9.1:  Discuss the rise of nation-states and nationalism in Europe, North America, and Asia

9.2:  Define and explain the causes, main events, and global consequences of 19th century imperialism

Geography and History of the World
10.2:  Analyze the formation of states in selected regions and identify and appraise the contributions of factors, 
          such as nationalism, in their formation.

Objectives: Upon completion of the activities, students will be able to

1. use critical thinking skills of research and geography to create maps that illustrate main themes in the expansion of the United States, and
2. complete a map containing all of the elements of a map

Background: This lesson is used as an extension of a unit over the growth of Western democracies.
Materials Required:

· Five U.S. History textbooks

· Set of encyclopedias or Internet access

· Outline maps of the United States

· Colored pencils

· construction paper

Procedures:

1. As students enter the room hand them a square of colored construction paper. (yellow, orange, blue, red, or green)

2. Then tell students to group themselves according to color.

3. Tell students that each group will create a map on a different theme:



Yellow- Territorial expansion of the United States



Green- Major Canals



Orange- Native American reservations



Blue- Union and Confederate states



Red- The Transcontinental Railroad

4. Tell students that their maps should illustrate their theme, and they can use their books, encyclopedias, or the Internet to find their information.
5. Once the maps are complete, have the students view all of the maps collectively.  Discuss any patterns they may note (or not).  At this time, bring in the concepts of nation-states and nationalism.  Relate these concepts to the maps and to the discussion.  Also, interject the facts of 19th century imperialism – how this is conveyed in the maps and in the discussion taking place.
6. Students will write a one to two-page paper delineating the connections of the above maps and discussion items that occurred.
Assessment:

1. The instructor will grade the maps based on content and how well it demonstrates the theme.
2. Short paper delineating map connections.
Adaptations/Extensions/Call-Out:

1. This lesson could be used in U.S. History, World History and Civilizations, or Geography and History of the World.

Resources:

· World History: Connections to Today, from Prentice Hall

