“My Trip to Europe: Bon Voyage!”
By:  Joe Milharcic; 7/07
        Bishop Chatard High School; Indianapolis, IN

Estimated Sessions: 1-5 class sessions (50 minutes per class)

Grade Level: 9-10

Purpose: To provide a comprehensive assessment  of a unit on Europe.
National Geography Standards: 
1 – How to use maps and other geographic representations, tools, and technologies to acquire, process, and report 

       information from a spatial perspective. 
4 – The physical and human characteristics of places.
Indiana Social Studies Academic Standards: 
Geography and History of the World
11 - Sports, Recreation, and Tourism - Students will examine the physical and human geographic factors 
       associated with sports, recreation, and tourism along with the local and global consequences of these activities. 

Objective: Students will be able to 
1. enhance organizational and budgeting skills by planning an educational excursion, and 
2. to identify and describe cultural elements of various European countries.

Materials Required: 
· Computers with Internet access

· A high school/college textbook with information about Europe (Holt- “World Geography Today” Chapters 13-15) (reference tool only)
Procedures:  The goal is to address the indicator above by utilizing Europe as an example.
Day 1 lead in discussion+ explain project * : 
1. Class discussion (~ 5-10 minutes) - Review with students some of things they have learned culturally about Europe thus far. (Answers can include problems/issues, government, economy, language, sports, etc.) Explain to students that in addition to the objective test of the Europe unit, they will also be doing a “My Trip to Europe” project. Emphasize to them that the project will enhance the cultural elements of Europe that were emphasized throughout the unit. Also emphasize that they will also be using budgeting skills! (Not too many kids know how to budget!)

2. Pass out and explain the “My Europe Trip” sheet.  Points to emphasize:

a. They must stay within the amount of money given! The sheet allows for $2000, but teacher has discretion to increase

b. They must use legit, specific things for all the required items on the sheet!! (travel, hotel, places of interest, etc.) EXAMPLE: They cannot say that they will swim from France to England for their travel! They cannot say that they will sleep in the subway station for their hotel!! They can’t say that they went to the park for a place of interest!
c. They must have a detailed itinerary for EACH DAY!!!  The sheet describes this, but really emphasize it!! They have to include times, activities, amount of money spent, travel plans, etc. ****Many students have lost many points in this area because they do not provide enough detail for itinerary or neglect to do it! ****

d. Students can pick any 5 European countries they want. Italy and Greece are on the sheet as suggestions because those 2 countries are near each other and thus can save the students some money. They can choose when they want to take their trip and how long they want to stay to stay within the budget. I tell them plan on at least 7 days (2 travel days, 1 day in each country (5 total), but that is stretching it!) Letting the students choose their 5 countries really challenges them to stay within their budget! 
e. Their project must be NEAT AND ORGANIZED!! They can’t just hand in pieces of paper with a paperclip! Many students use photo album books or formal paper binders/folders to organize their trip project.
Days 2-5 research days*- *teacher discretion on amount of days for research
Teacher points:

1. I usually allow up to 3 days of research in class for the project. Teacher obviously has discretion on this due to availability of computers/Internet access.

2. I usually give the students about 2-3 weeks to complete the project

3. I usually have a checkpoint time during the 2nd or 3rd day of research to make sure they are on task. They have to show me at least 15 items they have found/completed up to that point. 

4. I sometimes allow the students to present their projects for bonus opportunity.

5. I listed the book just as a reference. The project must come from their research!

