Europe – Religion and Reformation

By: Steve Ciszczon; July, 2007

       Penn High School; Mishawaka, IN

Estimated Sessions: 2-3

Grade Level: 9th

Purpose: To understand that the distribution of religion in Europe is based in the history of Europe.

National Geography Standards: 

#10 – The characteristics, distribution and complexity of earth’s cultural mosaics; B-Analyze how cultures 

           influence the characteristics of regions.

Indiana Social Studies Academic Indicators: 

Geography and History of the World

#2 – Students will examine the physical and human geographic factors associated with the origins, spread, and 

        impact of major world religions in different regions of the world.

#6 – Students will examine physical and human geographic factors that influenced the origins, major events, 

        diffusion and global consequences of new ideas in agriculture, science, culture, politics, industry and 

        technology.

Objectives:  Students will

1. know distribution of the branches of Christianity across Europe, and

2. explain the causes of the Reformation.

Background: 

The location and size of the Roman Empire.

The name and location of countries in Europe.

Specific vocabulary words: indulgences, predestination, recant.

Materials Required: 

· maps of Europe (Roman Empire, blank)

· handouts on the structure and beliefs of the 3 different branches of Christianity

· blank paper to complete a timeline

Procedures:
1. Ask “what is religion?” Ask what are the major religions in Europe today and where are they located.

2. Review Roman Empire history


-use a timeline to list key events and dates, especially those related to religion



-early Roman religion/mythology



-the start of Christianity – who, what, where, when and why



-the split into the Eastern and Western Empires – when, why and where

3. Show a map that indicates the religious divide between Eastern and Western Roman Empires.

4. Have students complete a chart comparing the Catholic and Orthodox religions on various points.

5. Discuss the fall of the Western Roman Empire and the emergence of the Catholic Church as a political power.      

    Explain the extent of the land holdings, the power of the Pope, the wars the Church fought and other ways that 

    the Church expressed its power.


-examples of lavish lifestyles


-support of the arts


-need for money and the ways to raise it.

6. Ask students how people believe they may get to heaven.


-discuss the concept of indulgences
7. Ask “who was Martin Luther”?  Explain his background and beliefs.


-read examples of the 95 theses and the key points.  Ask the students if these are reasonable ideas.


-discuss Johann Tetzel and his fund raising techniques.

8. Discuss the spread of Luther’s ideas:


-Gutenberg and the printing press and how it made the spread of ideas easier



-discuss the importance of the Gutenberg printing press and its impact on Europe


-give examples of how Luther’s ideas started to influence other people such as Calvin

9. What was the reaction of the Roman Church to Luther and his ideas?

10.Make a list showing the major religion in each European country today.

11.Have students complete a map showing the different location of the three major branches of Christianity in 

     Europe today.  
Assessment: A quiz that would consist of an objective portion to cover the dates, events, places and people in European religious history.  This could be in the form of multiple choice, matching or fill in the blank type questions.  In addition there would be a short answer question asking students to describe the basis and distribution of the three branches of Christianity in Europe today.

Adaptations/Extensions/Call-Out:
1. Discuss other religions in Europe today, primarily Islam.  Where are there populations of Muslims today?  Why are they located there?  What is the pattern of growth; is it getting larger or smaller.  Utilize a graph to show the growth of Islam over time and percentage change relative to the religions in Europe - past and present.  Make predictions about percentages of religions in the future.

2. Research Islam and compare the points of origin, commonalities and differences to Christianity.

3. Visit various facilities of diverse religions in the local community.  Discuss the concept of faith with religious leaders and among students.  How has faith impacted the current political leadership across Europe.  What type of impact has this had on relationships with the United States.

Resources:

· Any reference materials depicting religion across Europe, present and past.

· Internet access for web research.

