Physical Features of Europe

By: Steve Ciszczon; July, 2007

       Penn High School; Mishawaka, IN

Estimated Sessions: 1

Grade Level: 9th

Purpose: To be able to describe how the physical features influenced when, where and how people live.

National Geography Standards:

 #1- How to use maps and other geographic representations, tools and technologies to acquire process and report information from a spatial perspective.

#2- How to use mental maps to organize information about people, places and environments in a spatial context.

Objectives: Students will know the major rivers, mountain ranges, peninsulas, bodies of water and plains found in Europe.

Materials Required: 

· Blank Europe maps

· Copies of the Physical Features of Europe Chart

· colored pencils

· textbooks or atlases

· list of locations to be labeled for each student
Procedures: 

1.   Have students take out a blank piece of paper and draw an outline of Europe from their memory - not using any references.  What does their mental map of Europe look like?  Have some students draw their outline on the board and then have the class make observations about them.

2.   Show a satellite photo of Europe and have students describe what they see, such as bodies of water, peninsulas, etc.  One of the goals is to recognize that Europe is made up of many peninsulas.

3.   Ask each student to name some physical feature of Europe and make a list of them on the board.

4.   Complete the list by having students look at a physical map of Europe in their textbook.

5.   Ask students which features they feel are the most important and why they are important, for example, the Pyrenees Mountains have served to isolate Spain and Portugal from the rest of Europe.

6.   Give students blank Europe map and a listing of the features you want them to label.  The instructions are to draw in and label the rivers and mountains and then label the remaining features.  They are to use different colors to shade the names of the features and to have a legend identifying what a color or symbol may represent, i.e., they could use brown for mountains and blue for rivers. An alternate way of doing the assignment is to have the teacher label a map on the overhead and have the students complete their map while the teacher labels the map on the overhead.

8.   Have students complete the Physical Features of Europe Chart about the physical features they have labeled.  The chart will list the features by category and then list the characteristics of the feature such as length or height of the river or mountain, where a river begins and ends, the countries that make up the feature or the countries in which the feature is located.

9.   Allow class time to work on the assignment.  If not completed in class, it is homework and will be due next class.

Assessment:

1.   Collect maps and grade them for neatness, completeness and accuracy. 

2.   Give a quiz in which students identify labeled features on a map or give them the specific features and have them label the map

3.   Have students write a description of how a specific feature may have influenced human activity.

4.   Have questions in which students are asked a fact about a feature, such as “Where does the Rhine River begin?” and give them multiple-choice answers to choose from.

Adaptations/Extensions/Call-Out:

1. Using an early European population map have students compare the physical features of Europe to the population settlement patterns and have them write a short paragraph about their observations.

2. This could also be extended to compare climate and population settlement patterns.

Resources:
· A variety of reference books, atlases, web links, and other materials about the Earth’s physical landscape.

· Internet web sites that show satellite images of Europe:  Google Earth, Terra Server, NASA…

