European Languages

By: Steve Ciszczon; July, 2007

       Penn High School; Mishawaka, IN

Estimated Sessions: 1-2

Grade Level: 9th

Purpose: 

1. To recognize that some words of a language diffuse across cultural boundaries.

2. To recognize the similarities and differences among European languages.

3. To understand that language helps to define and differentiate a group of people.

National Geography Standards:
1.2 How to use geographic representations and tools to analyze, explain and solve geographic problems.

4.C Explain how social, cultural, as well as economic processes shape the features of a place.

Indiana Social Studies Academic Indicators:
Geography and History of the World

1.1 Use maps, timelines and/or other graphic representations to identify the locations, distribution and main events 

       in the development of cultural hearths in various regions of the world.

Objectives:  Students will

1. know the major language families in Europe, and

2. recognize the regional distribution of languages in Europe.

Background:  Knowledge of the location and names of the countries of Europe.

Materials Required:
· blank map of Europe

· map of Europe depicting language distribution

· graphic of language tree as an example

· blank paper

· computer lab with Internet access

· printer

· reference books regarding languages

· copies of the European Languages Chart

Procedures:
1. Open with a discussion of what language is, its purpose and/or function.  How can it vary between cultures, i.e., 

    languages in the Brazilian rain forest have no words for snow, while the Inuit language has many words for snow.
2. Look at a map of language distribution in Europe.  Are there any patterns?

3. Look at a graphic of a language tree and look at all the different “twigs” that come out of one “branch”.  Ask 

    students to think how the languages may be different and why.

4. Ask what are dialects?   Ask for examples of U.S. dialects.  Why may they be different?

5. Divide the class into 6-7 groups representing the Indo-European language groups of Germanic, Romance, Slavic, 

    Baltic, Hellenic, Illyrian and Celtic.  Further subdivide into specific languages within each branch, for example 

    the Romance languages are French, Italian, Spanish, Portugese and Romanian. Go to the library and have the 

    students find the words for the following in their research language: mother, father, child(son, daughter), day 

    and night.
7. Ask if the students came across any other words in that language that may be part of the English language, or to 

    put it another way, are there any words in English that may be derived from the language they are researching.

8. When research is done have the students report their findings.  All students will complete the European 

    Languages Chart – that will  list the word in each language that represent the 5-8 words we started with.

9. Discuss whether there are any similarities between languages/words.  Try to figure out why the similarities.

Assessment: Have students write a short paragraph responding to the following prompt:

HOW CAN LANGUAGE DIFFERENTIATE A GROUP OF PEOPLE HELP TO DEFINE A CULTURE?

Adaptations/Extensions/Call-Out:

1. Relate the study of European languages to our language: discuss how both the written and spoken English 

    language has changed over time.

2. Research how the same object or subject can be described in different ways around the United States (jargon), 

    i.e., soda, pop, coke, are all used to describe sweetened, flavored, carbonated beverages in different locations in 

    the U.S.

3. Have someone research whether animals have a language. Do they communicate in a recognizable and consistent 

    manner.  Are there regional animal communication commonalities/differences around the globe?

4. Research how the English language can vary between the United Kingdom, the United States and Australia, in 

    describing the same thing.  For example, in the U.S. we use the word elevator, in the U.K. they call it a lift, do 

    they use something else in Australia or other places where English is the dominant language.  How countries that 

    all speak English do use a different language and how it can be confusing to visitors.


Resources:
· Various Internet web sites devoted to language studies and research
