“The European Union: What is it and Who Belongs to it?”

By:  Joe Milharcic; July, 07

       Bishop Chatard High School; Indianapolis, IN

Estimated Sessions: 1-2 class periods (50 minutes per class)

Grade Levels: 9-10

Purpose: To provide a solid understanding of what the European Union is and its impact on the world

National Geography Standards: 

13 - How the forces of cooperation and conflict among people influence the division and control of Earth’s surface.

16 – The changes that occur in the meaning, use, distribution, and importance of resources.

Indiana Standards: 

Geography and History of the World

7.4 - Prepare maps, timelines, and/or other graphic representations to trace the development and geographic extent 
        of a variety of regional and global cooperative organizations for different time periods. Describe why each was 
        established. Assess their success or lack of success, consequences for citizens, and the role of particular 
        countries in achieving the goals the organizations were established to accomplish.
Objectives: Students will 

1. understand “what” the EU is,

2. label and color the countries that belong and don’t belong to the EU, and

3. examine the impact that the EU has had on U.S. and foreign policy.

Background:  I am very big on the KWL instruction method. I like to organize my lesson plans around they KNOW, what they/I WANT to know, and what they LEARNED.
Materials: 

· Computers with access to the Internet:

· (http://europa.eu/abc/index_en.htm) or print out of article 

· blank map of Europe

Background:  Lesson plan was taken and modified from:
http://www.creeca.wisc.edu/outreach/k12/lessonplans/Fischer.pdf
Procedures: The goal is to meet the indicator above by utilizing Europe as an example.
1. Class discussion (~ 5-10 minutes) - …..have students write down the answers to the following questions on a piece of paper. Ask students to remember back to 9/11…

a. 1. Ask them if they remember what countries helped the U.S. out? (England, Australia were primary- lot of others gave $).

b. 2. Also ask them if they know what countries helped the U.S. out in WW1 (England, France, Russia) or WW2? (Russia, England).. (If they don’t know the answers, ask if they know of any countries that have traditionally helped the U.S. out/ been friendly?).

c. 3. Have them give some brief reasons WHY these countries have helped us out? (treaties, economic pacts, military pacts, having common enemies, etc.).

Lead class discussion over answers- put class answers on board in web or bubble format. Tell them they will be doing an activity that looks at the system or organization of how European countries help each other.

2. Present a reading assignment on EU (~10-20 minutes) - “History of EU” based on the information from the following web site: http://europa.eu.int/abc/index_en.htm + accompanying question sheet.

** You can do this as an Internet based activity or you can print off copies and do in class**

3. Allow students 20-30 minutes to read and answer questions. Discussion/Lecture (~10-20 minutes)- over the EU history reading and questions.

4. Pass out blank European maps (any current blank European map will do)- Have students label and color countries that are and are not members of EU. They can choose their own colors for the members and non-members. (~15-20 minutes)

5. Go over maps- point out member and non-member countries 

a. Emphasize reasons on why the non-member countries have not joined yet (non-democratic government, unstable economy, unable to carry out functions of EU, etc.)

6. Discussion/lecture review over EU’s impact

a. Ask students what benefits there would be to an organization like this?

b. Emphasize these benefits and how they can impact the U.S and the world:

c. Fewer frontiers, more opportunities 

d. A greener Europe 

e. Going abroad to learn 

f. Euros in your pocket 

g. Jobs and prosperity 

h. Equal opportunities for all 

i. Freedom, security and justice for all 

j. Exporting peace and stability 

k. A place in the Union 

l. Embracing a continent 

Assessment:

1. Map quiz over member and non-member countries- **teacher has discretion over creation of quiz

2. ½ page composition: single spaced, 12 font addressing:

      “List and describe 2 ways on how the EU has impacted the U.S. and thus had an impact on your life”

WORKSHEET for “The European Union: What is it and Who Belongs to it?”
Name 












On a separate sheet of paper, please answer the following questions as concisely as possible.

The History of the European Union 

1. Why did a number of European leaders become convinced that they had to unite 

    economically and politically?

2. Who were the six countries that formed the European Coal and Steel Community(ECSC)?

3. What was meant by forming a “Common Market”? 

4. a. How did membership in the European Parliament change after 1979? 

    b. For how many years are members of the European Parliament elected?

5. a. What was the Treaty of Maastricht?

    b. List two new areas of inter-governmental cooperation that were added by the Treaty?

    c. What was created by the Maastricht Treaty?

6. a. Explain how agricultural policy has changed over time in the European Union (EU)?

  *b. Why would environmental policy now have to be taken into account across a whole 

        range of European Union (EU) policies?

7. When did the member “states” of the European Union (EU) finally remove all of the 

    barriers to trade (i.e., no tariffs, a Single Market)?

8. Why was it easier for Europeans to travel and study in other European countries during 

    the 1990s?

9. a. What is the euro? 

	    b. When did it come into use?

    c. When the euro was first introduced, how many of the 15 member nations used it?


 *d. Bring in a euro for extra credit. 

10. There are now 25 member nations in the European Union (EU). List the 19 countries 

      that joined the original six, and include the dates they joined.

11. Explain why many people call the European Union (EU) the “United States of 

      Europe”?
