European Union

By: Steve Ciszczon; July, 2007

       Penn High School; Mishawaka, IN

Estimated Sessions: 3-4

Grade Level: 9th

Purpose: To understand the development, growth and impact of the European Union on Europe and the world

National Geography Standards: 

#13A – How the forces of cooperation and conflict among people influence the division and control of earth’s 

             surface. (A) Analyze how cooperation and conflict influence the development and control of social, 

             political and economic entities on Earth.

Indiana Social Studies Academic Indicators: 

High School Geography and History of the World

7.4 – Prepare maps, timelines and/or other graphic representations to trace the development and geographic extent of a variety or regional and global cooperative organizations for different time periods.  Describe why each was established.  Assess their success or lack of success, consequences for citizens and the role of particular countries in achieving the goals the organizations were established to accomplish.

8.2 – Prepare graphic representations, such as maps, tables and timelines to describe the global movement of goods and services between and among countries and world regions over time.  Analyze and assess the patterns and networks of economic interdependence or lack or interdependence that result.

Objectives: Students will

1. research a country’s position on the European Union,

2. utilize primary sources to support a position, and

3. give a speech supporting the country’s position based on research.

Background: Knowledge of what the European Union is, its purpose and objectives. Knowledge of the steps that led to the formation of the European Union.

Materials Required: 

· Internet access

· printer

· possibly an overhead projector

· maps of Europe

Procedures: 

1. Introduce the concept of a united Europe designed to make Europe an economic power and to help prevent   

    conflict.

2. Review early organizations in Europe that preceded the E.U., such as ESCS, EEC, Benelux, etc.

3. Explain what the European Union is today.  

4. Show maps that indicate the status of European countries regarding E.U. membership.

5. Introduce the group project on the E.U.


-pair students to work together


-assign each group a European country, it does not matter whether it is a member of the EU

6. Explain that the assignment is to research their country and its position on EU expansion:


-why does their country want to join the EU or why did their country join the EU


-why does their country not want to join the EU or did not choose to join if offered the chance


-what do current EU members gain or lose in expansion.

7. Utilize encyclopedias, books, newspapers, magazines and Internet to find primary sources to support their    

    position.

8. Explain what primary sources are and how to find them.  They should find several sources to support their  

    position.

9. Students should create a visual to support their position.  Examples would be a cartoon, a graph showing public  

    opinion or economic impact of membership.

10. Students will give a 2-3 minute speech summarizing their country’s position on EU membership/expansion.

11. Have a group discussion on the benefits/drawbacks on expansion.  Discussion should also cover how some  

      member countries view new or potential members.  The discussion could also include topics such as how the 

      EU might impact the United States, how it may be more than just an economic union and if that is good or bad.

12. Require the students to include citation page.

Assessment: Evaluate each presentation with a rubric wit 0-5 points given for each category:


5 points – exceptional


3 points - adequate


1 point - poor


0 points – failed to do

Categories


- communicates ideas clearly, speech was organized and practiced


- utilized more that one primary source


- utilized secondary sources to describe/explain their country


- a visual to demonstrate/support their position


- shared responsibility with partner.

Adaptations/Extensions/Call-Out: 

1. This lesson could extend to talk about other supranational organizations or agreements such as NATO or NAFTA, and the involvement and impact of the United States.
