Book Review

Geography and History of the World

By Debra DeLion, Lafayette High School; Lafayette, IN; 2008
Title:  Death in Yellowstone: Accidents and Foolhardiness in the First National Park
Author:  Lee H. Whittlesey
Author Information:  Mr. Whittlesey is the historical archivist at Yellowstone National Park.  He has written five other books about the park, as well as numerous articles.  He has a law degree from the University of Oklahoma.
Publishing Information:  ISBN #1570980217; Roberts Rinehart Publishers, 1995.  Lanham, MD.
Theme:  Yellowstone National park is a dangerous place to visit!
Number of Pages:  259, including bibliography
Target Audience:  High-school – adult learners
Brief Description:  This was a great factual book depicting how people have died in Yellowstone National Park.  It covers the period from when the park was named the first national park (1872) to the present time – as of 1995.  Deaths are categorized into two parts; death by nature, and death by man.  One point that was emphasized was that this is a wilderness – meaning wild – and death can happen.  Carelessness kills, as does stupidity.  I was amazed by some of the antics of some park visitors.  The author also does a great job in citing his work.  His research was extensive and varied.
Major Points: The organization of the book makes it very readable.  The content is fascinating; death can be pretty gruesome, which students seem to enjoy studying!  Many times, the children who died were unsupervised.  Alcohol sometimes sometimes played a part.   And with some of the deaths, came change.  Warning signs are now written in several languages. Some signs actually depict the danger; i.e. a child being scalded by hot water.   
Your Opinion:  I loved this book.  The use of authentic pictures and the research employed by the author add to the validity of the book.  There is a chronology at the end that details the "who, what and when" of all known park deaths from 1872 - 1995.  The author cites an impressive array of primary sources in the bibliography.  This was a well documented history of the perils of our first national park.  Visit at your own risk!
Ideas for use in the Classroom:  This would be a great additional read for my alternative classroom.  It is just gruesome enough to keep the reader riveted!  It does emphasize the idea that stupidity kills, so be aware. I would utilize this book with Earth Science, US History, or Geography (and GHW).  After reading the book, I would give the student some choices.
1.  Write a two page book review.  Use 12 point font and double space. 
2.  Using the provided park map, identify where these deaths took place.  Make sure you color-code your map and create a key!

3.  Create a time-line of deaths in YNP.  Use the school-provided software. Look for similarities.  Do you notice any changes as time goes on? Is there a decrease in some kinds of death, or an increase in others?







