THE DARKER SIDE OF HUMANITY

By: Mary Ann Bolinger; July 1, 2007  

        Pendleton Heights High School; Pendleton, IN

Estimated Sessions: 1-2 70 minute periods (Trimesters)

Grade Level: 9-10

Purpose: Students will learn about how certain diseases spread and the effect they had on specific cultures.

National Geography Standards: 

17 - How to apply geography to interpret the past.

Indiana Social Studies Academic Indicators: 

Geography and History of the World

9.4 Distinguish and assess the human and physical factors associated with the spread of selected epidemics over time 

      and describe the impact of this diffusion on countries and regions. Propose strategies for limiting the spread of 

      diseases.

Objectives:  Students will be able to 

1. visualize the diffusion of certain diseases over time and 

2. brain-storm possible ways of limiting their spread through the use of maps and timelines.

Background: Class discussion has occurred concerning these epidemics and understanding the effects each one has on an individual.

Materials Required: 

· World/Regional maps

· Computers with Internet access

· Colored pencils

Procedures: 

1.  Divide students into 6 groups.  Each group will research one of the following epidemics: Bubonic Plague, Smallpox 

     and Measles, Cholera, Influenza, AIDS, Avian Flu.  Students will be provided specific websites to begin their 

     research.

http://historymedren.about.com/library/weekly/aapmaps1.htm  Bubonic Plague

http://www.kporterfield.com/aicttw/articles/disease.html Smallpox/Measles

http://www.sciencemag.org/cgi/content/full/274/5295/2025 Cholera

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/influenza/ Flu

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/qa/1918flupandemic.htm
http://www.census.gov/ipc/www/hivmaps.html AIDS

http://www.unaids.org
http://online.wsj.com/public/resources/documents/info-flash05a.html?project=avianflumap05&h=500&w=780&hasAd=1 Avian Flu

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/indepth_coverage/health/birdflu/map_flash.html
2.  Students will create a map showing the diffusion of the epidemic, write about the impact it had on society, and 

     brain-storm strategies to limit the spread of diseases.

Assessment:  

1. Students will be graded on the map they created, including all the essential elements of a good map (title, orientation, distance, author, legend, scale, date, appropriate colors/print size, inclusion of graphic elements that convey data information).
2. Students will also be graded on their research paper addressing the impact on society and the ways to limit the spread of diseases.   
3. The small group will be graded on their oral presentation to the class.
4. And each member of the small group will grade other members of the group for participation and team-work.

