“British Isles: WOW…What a Varied Culture!”

By: Joe Milharcic-7/7/07

      Bishop Chatard High School; Indianapolis, IN

Estimated Sessions: 2-3 class periods (50 minutes per period)

Grade Level: 9-10

Mission Statement/Purpose: To provide students a solid foundation of the British Isles culture with an emphasis on the Northern Ireland conflict.

National Geography Standards: 

4 – The physical and human characteristics of places.

6 – How culture and experience influence people’s perceptions of places and regions.

10 – The characteristics, distribution, and complexity of Earth’s cultural mosaics.

13 – How the forces of cooperation and conflict among people influence the division and control of Earth’s surface.

Indiana Academic Standards: 

Geography and History of the World

4.3 - Identify and compare the main causes, players, and events of imperialism during different time periods. Use a 
        series of political maps to examine the global extent of imperialism.
4.4 - Analyze and assess how the physical and human environments (including languages used) of places and 
        regions changed as the result of differing imperialist and colonial policies. 

5.1 - Ask and answer geographic and historical questions about the origin and growth of towns and cities in 
       different regions of the world and in different time periods. Compare and contrast the factors involved in the 
       location and growth of towns and cities for different time periods.  

7.1 - Recognize that conflict and cooperation among groups of people occur for a variety of reasons including 
        nationalist*, racial, ethnic, religious, economic, and resource concerns that generally involve agreements and 
        disagreements related to territory on Earth’s surface.  

7.3 - Analyze and explain why some countries achieved independence peacefully through legal means and others 
        achieved independence as a consequence of armed struggles or wars.
Objectives:  Students will be able to 

1. discuss how history has affected the culture of the British Isles, 

2. describe how British economy has changed over the years, and 

3. identify and describe the issues etc. involved with the Northern Ireland conflict.

Background:  I am very big on the KWL instruction method. I like to organize my lesson plans around they KNOW, what they/I WANT to know, and what they LEARNED.
Materials: 

· Holt- World Geography Today (Ch 14 sec1)

· Internet access

· blank British Isles map

Procedure:  The goal is to meet the needs of the indicators above utilizing the British Isles as an example.
Day 1

1. Brainstorm (2 minutes)- have students brainstorm on a piece of paper at least 5 things they know about England, Ireland, or Scotland.

2. Discussion (5-10 minutes)- put their responses on board as a web/bubble and discuss.

3. Discussion/lecture over British Isles (15-20 minutes)- Chapter 14, Section 1 in book - can do as notes on overhead or as PowerPoint (make sure to involve students with questions, opinions, etc).

4. Assessment Activity - provide students with blank map of British Isles. Students will create a cultural map of the area. Students can use the text and other resources as needed. They must use colors, shading, and symbols to identify and describe the important cultural locations and regions in Britain and Ireland

Days 2 & 3
1. Discussion (~2 minutes) - refresh the students minds about the basic outline of the Northern Ireland Conflict from Chapter 14, Section 1 - ask them questions to get the answers!!

2. Hand out and explain assignment (~5 minutes):

Assignment: create a newspaper article that describes the Northern Ireland conflict- include “the facts”- WHO is involved? WHAT is the issue(s)? WHERE is it taking place? WHEN/How long has this been going on? WHY are the sides fighting? HOW have the sides been acting? (Peaceful/violence?, groups involved on each side etc.)….emphasize including historical information into each of these areas.

The article must be typed, 12 font, double- spaced, ¾- 1 page length, must have a headline, must have at least 4 quotes (from real or fictitious people) that deal with their article content. Two (2) of the quotes must be from the Irish side and two (2) from British side.

Assessment:

Students will be graded on

1. the British Isles Cultural Map and on the

2. newspaper article written in the above format conveying the above specified information.

Adaptations/Extensions/Call-Outs:

1. A short “announcement” or Power Point about the conflict between Ireland and Britain may be created for the school’s morning announcements via the intercom or the television.

2. A poster-sized map depicting the area’s cultural features may be produced for display in the school’s lobby or media center.

