Bracketology
By: Ryan Swearingen; July, 2007
       Clay City High School; Clay City, IN
Estimated Sessions:  One day
Grade Level:  8th Grade Social Studies; high school Geography and History of the World
Purpose:  Students will be using GIS to solve problems and create a thematic map.

National Geography Standards addressed:

1: The use of maps and other geographical representations, tools, and technologies to acquire, process, and report 
    information from a spatial perspective.

Indiana Academic Standards:
Eighth Grade
8.3.2 Map and locate all states of the United States, major cities, mountain ranges, and river systems of the United States.
High School Geography and History of the World

11.1 - Use graphic representations, such as maps and timelines to describe the spread of specific sports and/or 
           sporting events from their geographic origins. Analyze the spatial patterns that emerge.
11.3 - Detect and assess the impact of sport and recreation on the human and physical environments in selected 
           countries.

Objectives: Upon completion of the activities, students will be able to

1. Use books, atlases, and GIS to locate the colleges and universities participating in the NCAA Men’s Basketball Tournament,
2. discuss the impact that basketball has on the United States, and

3. briefly describe the history of basketball.
Background:  This assignment is best when used during the opening week of the NCAA Basketball Tournament
Materials Required:

· Computer lab with internet access

· Class set of atlases

· Copy of the NCAA Men’s Basketball Tournament Bracket
· Blank map of the United States

Procedures:

1. Take students to the computer lab.
2. Pass out atlases, tournament brackets, and map of the U.S. (For high school students, also include an element that targets a global impact of basketball.)
3. Give students the period to find, locate, and label the colleges and universities on the map of the U.S.

4. Also have the students locate and label which states have the most teams and which states have none.
5. Discuss the history of basketball.

a. Point of origin of the sport.

b. Where in the world (or U.S.) is the sport played.

c. Discuss the emotional affinity that students have for the sport.  Other people have for the sport.

6.  Discuss the economic impact that basketball has on the colleges and universities involved in the NCAA 

     basketball season/tournaments.
Assessment:  
· Students will be assessed by the maps they create:  neatness, legibility, and accuracy.
Adaptations/Extensions/Call-Out:

1. The NCAA Tournament captures the students’ interest making this a great way for any Social Studies teacher to bring some Sports Geography into their classrooms.  Students can analyze (Language Arts) through a written article the impact that basketball has on one particular NCAA college/university.
2. Analyze “where” basketball players originate: city, state, country.  Analyze the resulting data.
Resources: 

· ESPN on-line information:  http://www.espn.com
· NCAA on-line information:  (search by sport) http://www.ncaasports.com/
· For a brief history of basketball, read the information in conjunction with the “Hoosier Hoops!” lesson on the GENI GHW web page:  http://www.iupui.edu/~ghw/lessons/11_sports_rec.html 
