The Black Death

By: Steve Ciszczon; July, 2007

       Penn High School; Mishawaka, IN

Estimated Sessions: 2-3

Grade Level: 9th

Purpose: To demonstrate the theme of movement through the spread of disease

National Geography Standards: 

#17A – How to apply geography to interpret the past; Explain how the processes of spatial change have affected 

             history as exemplified by being able to tract the spatial diffusion of a phenomenon and the effects it has had 

             on regions of contact

Indiana Social Studies Academic Indicators: 

Geography and History of the World

9.4 – Distinguish and assess the human and physical factors associated with the spread of selected epidemics over 

         time and describe the impact of this diffusion on countries and regions.  Propose strategies for limiting the 

         spread of diseases.

Objectives: To have students understand the causes, patterns of movement, and impact of the Bubonic Plague, or Black Death, across Europe.

Background: Knowledge of the names of European countries. Knowledge of the names and locations of various physical features of Europe.

Materials Required: 

· Blank map of Europe

· Atlases

· geographic dictionary

· colored pencils

· a handout telling the history of the Bubonic Plague

· the DVD titled: “Black Death”

Procedures:
1. Review the geography theme of “Movement”:  what does it mean, provide examples, why is it important in 

    understanding both geography and history.

2. Describe that the assignment will be to learn and understand the movement of the Bubonic Plague and its impact 

    on Europe.

3. Discuss what the students know about the plague.

4. Read a short handout on the spread of the plague and make note of the various locations mentioned in the story.

5. After reading the story, students should use an atlas to locate the countries, cities and regions mentioned.  They 

    are to label the blank map and use arrows to show the movement of the disease.  The map should also show the 

    dates that the disease appeared at each location

6. View the video “Black Death” to visualize the impact of the plague on humans.

7. Discuss the video and observations of the students.  Discuss the factors that contributed to the spread of the 

    disease.  How could it have been slowed or stopped?  Why were some areas more devastated than others?  What 

    impact did the physical features of Europe have on the spread of the disease?  Discuss the impact that the plague 

    had on cities and towns at the time, such as possibly a loss of food production due to a lack of farmers, a loss 

    of faith in religion.

8. Ask if there are any similar diseases today that are widely spread.  How is the disease and its movement similar 

    or different than the Bubonic Plague of the 14th century?

9. Talk about AIDS, SARS, Tuberculosis and malaria and other diseases.  Discuss why they might be spread more 

    easily today than 600 years ago.

10. Collect maps.

Assessment: Give a written assessment in which students describe the causes and movement of the Bubonic Plague and its impact, and also explain why some parts of Europe were devastated and other parts were barely touched.
Adaptations/Extensions/Call-Out: 

1. Show a population graph of world, or Europe, during the Bubonic Plague time period.  Point out the relatively quick recovery of the population to the pre-plague levels.  Discuss why the population was able to recover so quickly.  Relate to 21st century population growth/decline and the impact of modern-day illnesses: AIDS/HIV, SARS, malaria…

2. Research the role of the Red Cross, World Bank, World Health Organization, Gates Foundation and other organizations in tempering the spread of illnesses in developing countries.  Write a one-page essay on this topic.

3. Create an awareness campaign for a particular illness.  Undertake a fund-raising effort in the community to assist outreach in treating this illness.  Let local politicians, business leaders, and media know of these efforts to encourage further fund-raising.
Resources:
Internet links:    World Bank



World Health Organization



Red Cross



And many others

