ABC’s of Culture
Appearance:

Beliefs:

Communication:

Dates:

Entertainment:

Food:

Government:

Housing:

Information:

Jobs:

Kind of Environment:

Leftovers:

ABC’s of Culture
 A-L only

Appearance: 
clothing (special occasions, colors, how it is worn, hats, uniforms);



jewelry (special meaning- wedding ring, lapel rings);



type of material (bought, handmade, imported);



hair style (females in Peru: two pigtails = married; many pigtails = single);



physical features (tall, short);



makeup, tattoos, etc.

Belief system:
religion; superstitions (all cultures have them: Last Supper- 13 people there and last was Judas; salt spilled in front of him; step on a crack; lights on cars in funeral procession, etc).

Communication:  language; tone; signs; 

body language (82% of teacher messages are non-verbal);

titles (president; king; chief); greetings (hand shakes);

common words with different definitions: “Do you mind waiting for me?”; 

last names from jobs (Miller, Smith) or physical features (Rivers, Hill) or Mc, von and O’ all mean “son of” as in McDonald, von Husen, O’Neill and also Johnson, Jackson, etc.

Dates:

history; ancestry; heritage; establish concepts of time –how it is important to society?



holidays; etc.

Entertainment:  art, music, crafts, dance, sports, songs, storytelling, hobbies, etc.

Food:

types, spices, special occasions, preparation, taboos, how people eat, 

number of meals a day and times eaten, fasting, etc.

Government:  laws, values, titles, 

social roles and order (Do only women raise children?  Are certain jobs reserved for men?);

how people act towards each other (consider different age groups); social groups/clubs, etc.

Housing:
style, materials, use of rooms, shape, size, color, arrangement of furniture, etc.

Information:
informal (education from relatives and peers); formal (school, life experiences)

Jobs:
job titles, descriptions of what people do to make a living, who completes the household duties?, sometimes names give a clue (Smith or Miller)

Kind of Environment:  location, climate, physical features, vegetation 

(This explains relationships to the environment such as why the Inuit of the Arctic region eat raw meat and fish –there is no wood to burn for cooking; this also explains why there are many words in their language describing snow and ice.)

Leftovers:
leftover information that doesn’t fit into one of the above categories (population, diseases, etc.)

Remember that many items will fit into more than one category.
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